
 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message  
 

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.  

~ Albert Camus  
 
Never again will I sing, óRain, Rain Go Awayô. Now I am searching for a 
new rain dance. Perhaps if we all synchronize our effort who knows what a 
group could accomplish. If not, at least the calendar indicates fall will be 
here soon. We can just wait (forever) for the weather change. 
 

My concern is if our over-stressed plants and trees will survive two major 
weather catastrophes.  An unusually harsh winter and a very hot, dry 

summer may be more than tolerable. Does anyone have any solutions? Is there an anti-
depressant for plants? I will try anything at this point.  
 

There is one solution that I have read. Tired of dragging your garden hose to water? Join the 
latest garden art rave. Obtain several 5-gallon buckets. Use an ice pick to puncture holes in 
the bottom of each one.  Place at the base of a tree or shrub that requires deep watering.  Fill 
the buckets with water. This is your very own slow-drip irrigation system. Purchase buckets 
in multi -colors to decorate your lawn.  Bonus: punching the holes can be a great stress 
reliever for the gardener. 

 
There is one delight in such a grim climate. With the lack of natural 
nectar for hummingbirds, Pat and I spend time sitting on our patio in 
front of water misters (of course) watching many of them flitter 
between feeders. They really are such mystical and enchanting 
creatures. 
 

When fall arrives, what shall we do? It is the time for preparation. Continue to feed and 
water birds and butterflies. Some birds migrate but some do not. Plant wildflower seeds. 
Plant perennials. Mulch plants, trees and gardens to protect and insulate. In mid -October, 
fertilize with high nitrogen and potassium and low phosphorus (2 -1-2 or 1-0-1).  Remove 
fallen leaves by mowing, mulching, composting or spreading in vegetable garden furrows.  
Handling leaf removal is usually reserved for later in 
the fall but if your lawn is like ours it began early. Our 
trees are already dropping leaves due to the drought. 
Good luck with all your fall projects.  
 
Remember to volunteer on all the WCMG projects. 
Even though the weather is uncooperative, there is still 
work to be done and volunteer hours to obtain.  
 
Our newest project is the first edition WCMG Cookbook. The committee needs your 
participation. Please submit recipes containing herbs, vegetables, fruits and nuts that can be 
grown in our area. Included with the recipes will be garden tips for each subject. Your 
recipes need to be submitted soon as our deadline is drawing near.  

May your garden always flourishé.And your weeds wither.  
Happy Gardening, Connie Amsden, President 
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Members Spotlight ð September/October  2010  
Petra R Jones  

I was born in October 1942 in Berlin, Germany right in the mid-
dle of World War II.  The war years and many years afterwards 
were bad times for my family and me.  Fresh food, including vege-
tables and fruits, was not easy to come by and very expensive 
even if we were able to find a source.  To supplement our rations, 
my mother and some of her friends were allocated space in a city 
park close to our apartment to grow vegetables.  

                                                                                                                                  
My grandparents had a small wooden house without plumbing 

or sewer on the outskirts of Berlin.  These small houses are called 
òLaubeó and are a way in Germany for city people to have a òyardó.  
Fortunately, my grandparentsõ Laube had a fairly large yard and 
they grew vegetables, fruits, berries and even tobacco.  They also 

raised chickens and rabbits for us to eat.  Having our own source 
of meat was a treat because my grandmother refused to eat the 
òroof rabbitsó that some people ate during the lean years.   

 
My family bottled and canned a lot of their yield, even the rabbit meat, to see us through 

the winters. We have pictures of me as a very young child eating the berries right off the 
bushes at my grandparentsõ home. After my granddad passed away the house and ground 
was sold and my grandma came to live with us.  During this timeframe the food supply 
was better and the markets were back in business.  

 
But my grandma missed gardening so much she rented another Laube close to our 

apartment and started growing flowers and vegetables again. Some of my best memories 
as a child are of spending time with Grandma in her garden.  We had fun and she taught 
me a lot about gardening as I helped her. However, there was one thing I wanted nothing 
to do with, that was tilling the òGolden Bucketó into the ground, even if this was the best 
fertilizer for the tomatoes and cucumbers! I missed our little Laube and gardening after 
Grandma passed away.  

 
 Many years later I put my gardening skills to use when I acquired my own Berlin apart-

ment with a balcony. I had garden boxes where I grew beautiful flowers and of course my 
most favorite herbs, like basil, parsley, dill and thyme. My German friends laughed at me 
because growing herbs on the balcony is unusual in Germany.  However, they loved my 
cooking and homemade salad dressings using those herbs.  

 
I moved to the U.S. with my husband in 2001 and eventually ended up in Mineola, TX 

where I have a large yard and can once again grow my flowers and herbs.  People still rave 
about my cooking and my fresh herb salad dressings.  My life has come full circle. I now 
show my grandson and the neighborhood children about gardening and hope they are 
learning from me while making lifelong memories as I did in my grandmaõs Laube. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

I have immense respect for legal immigrants who come to our country, learn a new language, a new 

alphabet, and a new culture.  I would like to personally thank Petra for sharing her compelling story. - ed. 



Clint Perkins Gardening Corner      
Wood County Extension Office   
618 S. Main.   Quitman, Texas 75783  
Tel 903-763-2924    Fax   903-763-2092      
email  wood -tx@tamu.edu            

 

 Plant East Texas Wildflowers in the Early Fall 

 

Many gardeners are finding a choice garden spot for colorful East Texas wildflowers, 

whether it be a sunny pocket among existing perennials, or entire meadows.  The charm of 

carefree, ever-multiplying wildflowers is enjoyed throughout Texas where over 5,000 species 

exist. 

 

Late August and September is 

time to plant wildflower seed with 

anticipation of spring and summer 

blooms. 

 

Due to popular demand, seed 

suppliers of Texas wildflowers have 

increased making them readily 

available.  Local gardeners may 

choose seed adaptable: Bluebon-

net, Indian Paintbrush, Cornflower 

or Bachelorõs Button, Firewheel or 

Gaillardia, Standing Cypress, Prim-

rose, Drummond Phlox, and many others. 

  

Many perennial wildflowers are now available at garden centers or by seed and are good 

mixers with other garden perennials and annuals.  Popular wild perennials may include: Ver-

benias, Sweet Williams, Asters, Coreopsis, Winecup, Mallows, Larkspur, Wild Ranunculus, Vio-

lets, Rainlilies, Liatris, Spiderwort, and Black-eyed Susan. 

 

Although easy to grow, most wildflowers demand a late summer, early fall planting in prepared 

soils for best results.  Soils should be free of weeds and grasses, lightly cultivated and leveled 

prior to planting.  The seed should be covered with Ĳ ò soil and firmed in.  The newly planted 

seed bed should be gently watered if possible due to late summer heat and drought;  routine 

watering will help insure germination.  A light mulch over the seed bed will help conserve water 

and help protect the seed and young seedlings from the heat. 

mailto:wood-tx@tamu.edu
http://texasextension.tamu.edu/


 

The popular Bluebonnet, State flower of Texas, is a legume.  The seed case is very hard, 

and will demand aging and weathering or treatment for it to germinate.  The seed should be 

soaked 3 to 4 days in baby bottle-warm water, changing the water each day.  The seed coat 

may be roughed on pavement with a brick to facilitate germination after soaking.  Plant the 

seed ¼ to ½ inch deep and firm the soil over the seed.  Water well, but gently.  Bluebonnet 

seed may germinate in 7 to 10 days and for many weeks after planting.  If you have little suc-

cess in getting the hard-headed seed up, wait until spring and buy bluebonnet transplants from 

your garden center. 

 

The well-tailored landscape is not always conducive to growing the native wildflowers.  If re-

seeding and increase of plants are de-

sired, the old plants must be allowed to 

dry and go to seed prior to removing from 

the garden. 

 

Now is the time to plan for native 

wildflowers of East Texas.  Order wild-

flower seeds now for a late August and 

September planting. 

 

Happy Gardening 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national 
origin.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 
Cooperating 

 What kind of socks does a gardener wear? 

Wood County Ag Tour:  

 When:  Tuesday Sept 28, 2010 @ 8AM  

 Where:  Ag Office to board buses w/AC  

 Agenda:  John Mabery Farm   

   òFrom Hay to Feed pelletsó 

  Goat Farm  

   Soaps, Lotions and Cheese  

  Lunch (and maybe a winery)  

 Price:  $10  

 Call:  Ag Office (903) 763 -2924  

Mark your Calendar - Set an alarm  

A òDo Not Miss Eventó 

!Advance Notice! 

Spring Conference March 12, 2011 

Mineola Civic Center 8 AMð12 N 
 

Speakers: Judy Barrett ñVegetable Gardeningò 

  Editor ñHomegrownò Magazine 

 James Wilhite ñPlanting by the signs of  

  the Moon, Myths and Legendsò 
 

Raffle Items:  Picnic Table from the city of Mineola 

      2 Benches built by Dean Rogers 

       Jewelry by Peggy Rogers  

Mark Your Calendars 



Out & About - September and October, 2010  

by Linda Timmons      

1st Tuesday in the Garden - Master Gardener sponsored se-

ries of workshops held in the IDEA Garden ( southeast cor-

ner of the Tyler Rose Garden )  12:00 - 1:00 p.m.   Each of 

these workshops are 1 CEU. 

September 7   Scale, Lace Bugs, Spider Mites ( Identify 

& Take Action on these E. Texas Pests )  

October 5   It's Time to Plant Cool Season Annuals 

November 2   Shrubs That Add Winter Interest 
 

September 13 & 14  Landscape Design School Course 1 is 

an opportunity for more in-depth training in landscape design 

than we normally include in the Master Gardener curriculum. 

Courses typically qualify for 12 CEUs.  Registration cuts off 

September 3.  Full information can be found at  

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/southerngarden/LDSep10/

LDSep10Announc.html 

September 25  Alba Festival  -  Wood County Master Gar-

deners will have a booth set up there to answer questions 

and give out gardening information.  

September 27  October 1, 2010  Entomology Specialist Training  Texas AgriLife Extension 

Service, Bexar County Office, San Antonio, TX.  Get immersed in the wonderful world of insects 

this week, and come out feeling like a true entomologist.  For more information go to the Texas 

Master Gardener events site at  http://grovesite.com/page.asp?o=mg&s=e&p=337872 

September 28-October 1  East Texas State Fair at the fair grounds on Front street in Tyler.  Be 

sure to visit the Secret Garden, a project of the Smith County MGs.  Kids can explore the wonders 

of the great outdoors in this educational area devoted to agriculture and its influences on each of 

us.  
  

October 7-10  The Native Plant Society of Texas ( N PSOT )  presents Symposium 2010, an envi-

ronmental education event, at Texas Woman s University in Denton, Texas.   NPSOT invites the 

general public to attend the symposium themed, $ave Texas One Landscape at a Time:    Our Na-

tive Plants Light the Future.  For more information go to the to the NPSOT information site at http://

www.npsot.org/symposium2010/home/welcome.html 
 

October 9 - Fall Garden Conference & Bulb/Plant Sale, Harvey Convention Center, Tyler.  Doors 

open for registration at 8:00 a.m. The conference begins at 9:00 a.m.  11:30 a.m.  The Bulb Sale 

will follow from 11:30 a.m.  2:30 p.m.  This event includes an educational program along with an 

opportunity to purchase heirloom and unusual bulbs not normally found at local nurseries and re-

tail stores. Greg Grant will offer landscaping advice and ideas with a presentation titled, Right 

Plant, Right Place, Home Landscaping  101.   This conference qualifies for 2 CEUs. 

 Garden Hose. 



Out & About - September and October 2010  Continued -  Linda Timmons 

 

October 9  Starting at 9 a.m. the Friends of the Arboretum will have their annual Fall Plant Sale at 

the Gov. Hogg Park in Quitman. 
 

October 9  Hawkins Oil festival. Wood County Master Gardeners will have a booth set up there to 

answer questions and give out gardening information. 
 

October 25 Golden Sweet Potato Festival.  The Golden community is just off Hwy. 69 north of 

Mineola at the crossroads of 779 and 1799.  It will kick off on Saturday with a parade at 10 a.m. that 

includes bands, tractors, horses, fire engines and all the rest of the normal festival parade vehicles.  

If you bring kids be sure to bring plastics bags for them to gather candy.  The Master Gardeners will 

have a booth set up at this festival, also.   

~~~ Recipe Section ~~~ 
Submitted by:  Petra Jones 
 

Salad Dressing 
 

Balsamic vinegar, good olive oil, salt & pepper to taste and leaves from all herbs that I grow, 

sweet  basil, Thai basil,  Greek oregano, thyme, parsley, garlic chives and finely chopped garlic. 

 

                 NOTE!  Do not crush garlic-it does taste different and sometimes a little bitter. 

Editorõs Note: 
 

Whatõs Back: 

Membersõ Spotlight.  I received several good submissions this month.  I am saving some for future publica-

tion.  Please e -mail submissions to me.  Include a picture, follow our prescribed format or tell your own story in 

your own words.  This is a good way to get acquainted and claim your 15 minutes of fame.  

 

Whatõs New: 

Recipe Section:  Doesnõt Petra look good in that hat.  We were unable to get her to part with her òroof rabbitó 
recipe but I have field -tested the Salad Dressing recipe and it is bullet proof.   The only requirement for sub-

missions to the Recipe Section is that it feature something from your garden.  Maybe a sweet corn succotash, 

stewed okra or a rescue recipe for a monster zucchini.  E -mail me.  
 

Marginal Humor :  Did you notice (from Becky and Jerry Watts) an occasional family friendly garden riddle  

at the bottom of the page (outside the box) with an answer on the next page.  Go back if you missed them.  Also 

I have included in a similar format, classic  Burma Shave  signs, traditionally red with white lettering, usually 

a PSA about driving rather than an ad for the product.  For you children (under 60) out there, these were 

posted along the two lane undivided highways on farmersõ fence posts at 100õ intervals in the õ40õs and 50õs 

before the interstate highway system was built.  This spacing allowed you to read them safely and gave them a 

particular cadence.  As a child, I learned to read by reading these signs on our òSunday drivesó in the country. 

 

Send me your garden riddles and any suggestions which will improve our newsletter.  This is a team effort.  

      

   

      
   terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net 

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net


  
Humorous Mishapsééééééé..éééééééééby Lynn AronSpeer  

 
 

FORBIDDEN THE FERGUSON 
Story by Karen Anderson & editing & commentary by Lynn AronSpeer 

 

άL ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƛƴ мфул ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ L ǿŀǎ Ǝƻπ
ing to become a farm girl.  Of course the weeds were waist high and I spent a good 6 weeks mow-
ing the pasture and yard with a used riding lawn mower.   By the end of summer it was almost 
worn out but at least you could walk through the pasture without unknowingly stepping on a 
ǎƴŀƪŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŀǊƳƛƴǘΦέ  Now I ask, who would step anyplace in East Texas without being able to 
see where your foot is landing?  A woman such as this was obviously about to host a number of 
ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ Χ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ мфрм CŜǊƎǳǎƻƴ ¢hнл όŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ƳŀƛŘŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ CŜǊπ
guson,) with a mower attachment.  Now I had a bigger toy to play with.  He showed me how to 
ǎƘƛŦǘ ƎŜŀǊǎΣ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǿŜǊ ōƭŀŘŜΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƭƻƻǎŜΦ  L ǿŀǎ άvǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wƻŀŘέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜŜŘǎΦ   9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǎ L ōǳƳǇŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ   A horse I can theoretically understand, a Ferrari I can better understand but this 
woman was sitting astride little more than an engine ŦƻǊ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ {ŀƪŜΗ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ L ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ 
kept the tractor parked until we got a barn built.  I slowed it 
down and pushed in the brake but it kept going and 
was not slowing down.  I even stood up and tromped on 
the brake pedal and still it would not stop.  It finally 
stopped when I hit the tree and bent the headlight back 
and put a dent in the frame.  I got it turned off and then 
looked around to see if my husband had seen my acci-
ŘŜƴǘΦέ  This is a smart woman:  prepare to deny if 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǊŜŘ -ƘŀƴŘŜŘ Χ   έIŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
pasture driving his old pickup around to keep it 
charged up and it had a hole in the muffler so it was really 
ƭƻǳŘΦ  hƪŀȅ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŀōƭŜ ǎƻ ƴƻ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΦέ  This is a 
ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛƭȅ ōǊƻŀŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ Χ όbƻ Ǉǳƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘΦύ 

ά²ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L ƘƛǘΚ  L Ƨǳǎǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ Ƴȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪΦ  {ƻ L 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ L Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦέ   No, no, no!  Admission is only the first step in sentencing -- never ad-
ƳƛǘΗ  IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ {99 ƘŜǊ Ƙƛǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ his fault since he failed to tell me 
ǘƘŜ ŘǳƳō ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻǿƴ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǎǘƻǇΦέ  Oops!  This woman was poking the bear big time! έ¢ƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ŦƛȄŜŘ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘύΦέ  Passive 
aggressive behavior works like this:  you ask him to fix it but if you ever remind him henceforth, 
that is considered nagging and reason enough for him to cross that chore off his list for the fore-
seeable future.    

Apparently, it  had a lazy eye to begin with. 

What do you get if you divide the circumference of a pumpkin by its diameter? 



έIŜ ǎŀƛŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜŀŘ Ŧƻƻǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜΦέ  {ŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΚ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ever get hurt on that fun 
ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ Χ  

ά{ƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ     Alas.  But I know for a fact that a woman 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΦ  !ƴŘ LΩƳ ǿŀƛǘπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ Χ 

Karen, you are my inspiration.  My husband has been trying to get me to drive our tractor for 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜƳǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘƭȅ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ 
ƳŜ ŀƭƭ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƛǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ YŀǊŜƴΦ  LΩƳ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜπ
ful. 

    

God and Grass  
 

GOD:   

"Frank, you know all about gardens and nature.  What in the world is going on down there on the 

planet?  What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistles, and stuff I started eons ago?   I had a per-

fect no-maintenance garden plan.  Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand 

drought and multiply with abandon.  The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, 

honey bees and flocks of songbirds.  I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now.  But, all I see 

are these green rectangles. 
 

ST. FRANCIS:  
 It's the tribes that settled there, Lord.  The Suburbanites.  They started calling your  
 flowers "weeds"   and went to great lengths to kill them  and replace them with grass.  

 

GOD:  

Grass?  But,  it's so boring.  It's not colorful.  It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees; only 

grubs and sod worms.  It's sensitive to temperatures.  Do these Suburbanites really want all that 

grass growing there. 

  
ST. FRANCIS :  
 

Apparently  so, Lord.  They go to great pains to grow it and keep it  green.  They begin each 
spring by  fertilizing grass and poisoning any  other plant that  crops up in the lawn.  

 

GOD:  

The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast.  That must make the 

Suburbanites happy. 

Pumpkin pi. 



ST. FRANCIS:  
Apparently  not, Lord.   As soon as it grows a little, they cut it - sometimes twice a week.  

 

GOD: 
They  cut it?  Do they then bale it like hay? 

 

ST. FRANCIS:  
Not exactly, Lord.   Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.  

 

GOD:  

They bag it?  Why?  Is it a cash crop?  Do they sell  it? 
 

ST. FRANCIS :  
No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it  away.  
    

GOD:  

Now, let me get this straight.  They fertilize grass so it will grow. And, when it does grow, they 

cut it off and pay to throw it away? 

 

ST.  FRANCIS:  

Yes, Sir.  
 

GOD:  

These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the 

heat.  That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work. 
 

 ST. FRANCIS:  

You aren't  going to believe this, Lord.   When the grass stops growing  so fast, they drag 
out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they  can continue to mow  it and pay to 
get rid of it.  

 

GOD:  

What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees.  That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do 

say so myself.  The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In 

the autumn, they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and pro-

tect the trees  and bushes.  It's a natural cycle of life. 
 

ST.  FRANCIS:  

You  better sit down, Lord.   The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle.  As soon as the 
leaves fall, they rake  them into great piles and pay to  have them  hauled away.  

 

GOD :  

No!   What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist and 

loose? 
 

ST.  FRANCIS:  

After  throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something  which  they  call 
mulch.  They haul it home  and spread it around in place of the  leaves.  



At the September meeting we'll hear a talk by Chris Oefinger.  Chris is the treasurer of the 

Texas Master Gardeners Association .  He has participated in numerous training sessions with 

the Texas AgriLife Extension Service including: Texas Master Gardener,  Rainwater Harvest-

ing,  Jr. Master Gardener,  Greenhouse Management and he has served as President of the Cy-

press Basin Master Gardeners for two years.  Chris will be speaking to us at his request.  He's 

been traveling the state speaking to Master Gardener associations about what being a state 

member means to the local organization.  
Chris Oefinger  

Texas Master Gardeners Association  
Bulletin Board - Tim Willis 

In October we'll have the annual book and plant exchange.  Bring your gardening books that you no longer 

need or some of the those plants that you've been watering every day but don't know what to do with.   

GOD:  

And where do they get this mulch? 

 

ST.  FRANCIS:  
They cut down trees and grind them up to make the  mulch.  
  

GOD:  

Enough!  I don't want to think about this anymore.  St.  Catherine, you're in charge of the 

arts.  What movie have you scheduled for us tonight? 
 

ST.  CATHERINE:  
"Dumb and   Dumber", Lord. It's a story about . . . .   
 

GOD: 
Never mind, I  think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis. 

            DROVE TOO LONG 

     Garden Rules:  
One for the bunny  

Two for the mole  

Threeõs enough for people 

But four is our goal - ed 
 

May your garden be fruitful.   

Howard Garret suggested  on his radio show this month, the fol-

lowing organic approach to managing òsquash bugs.ó  Take trim-

mings from a Bay Laurel (the source of Bay leaf) and compost it 

into the top layer of soil in your garden.  Just as bay leaf keeps 

bugs out of cereals and grains in your pantry, Bay Laurel keeps 

bugs out of your garden.  What? No Bay Laurel in your yard?  It 

may just be time to consider planting one; prune in the Spring.   

Just remember fresh spices are stronger than store bought.   

Dates to Remember -   Connie Amsden 
 

Festivals:      Sept 25 ï Alba Fair 
         Oct 2 ï Winnsboro Business Expo 
         Oct 9 ï Hawkins Oil Festival  
         Oct 23 ï Golden Sweet Potato Festival 
 

MG Meetings:   Aug 19, Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18,  
  Dec 16 

 
 
Future Agenda: Sept ï Nominating Committee  
    Appointed  
 
  Oct ï 2011 Officer Slate presented  
  Nov ï Vote on 2011 Officers 
  Dec ï Annual business meeting/ 

 

Please contact Connie if you are interested in the nominating committee or becoming an officer.  



September 2010 Plant of the Month:  Southern Bayberry  
By: Sylvia Johnson, MG 

 

       
 
Kingdom: Plantae 

Division: Magnoliophyta 

Class: Magnoliopsida 

Order: Fagales 

Family: Myricaceae 

Genus: Myrica 

Species: M. cerifera 

Binomial name: Myrica cerifera 

 
This shrub is also known as Wax Myrtle, Candleberry, Bayberry Tree, and the Tallow 

Shrub.  Bayberry makes an effective and attractive tall screen when used as a shrub or it 

can be pruned into a specimen tree.  Myrica pusilla is dwarf bayberry which does well in 

Texas also.   

 

SUN: Prefers full sun. Will tolerate light shade.  This species is adaptable.  It will 

tolerate many conditions from the sea shore dunes in Rhode Island to the deep East Texas 

Piney Woods.   American hardiness zones of 11 to 6b.  

 

Soil and Water:  This plant's roots possess nodules which fix nitrogen at a faster rate 

than legumes. Can be grown in clay, loam, sand, acidic, alkaline, extended flooded or 

well-drained soil.  Medium to low water requirement once established.  This shrub will 

also grow in salty and brackish water on the sea shore.  This Native American plant is a 

perfect xeriscape plant for East Texas. 
 

Leaves and trunk :  Rapid-growing evergreen. Bayberry is aromatic with alternating 

olive green leaves which are serrated, oblong and 1½ - 4 inches long.  Southern Bayberry 

has multiple, twisted trunks with smooth, light grey bark. Bark can easily peel and be 

damaged by mechanical tools.  This shrub needs pruning at least twice per year to 

maintain a well maintained look otherwise it will grow with multiple long branches 

which have a tendency to droop if not kept in check.  Limbs may be weak if not pruned 

properly.  Deer do not seem to like this shrub. Height: 10 to 40 feet. Width: 8 to 15 feet if 

not pruned. 
 

Flower and Fruit : You need both male and female plants to create the berries. 

Female trees produce fruit provided there is a male nearby. The non-showy yellowish-

green flowers bloom between February and June and mature during June to September 

into clusters of grey-blue waxy berries on female plants which attract wildlife.  Scattered 

seeds do not appear to become a weed problem in the landscape.  A range of birds eat the  

          DRIVER SNOOZING 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bayberry fruit.  In Texas you will please the bobwhite quail, the wild turkey, the wrens 

and the sparrows to mention a few.  Bayberry is sometime eaten by cattle although it is 

not a particularly nutrious food source for them. 
 

Propagation: By seeds once the wax coating has been striped.  Birds digestive track 

do this job nicely.  You can also plant by tip cuttings, division of the stolons or 

transplanting wild plants.  Growth rate is rapid.  This will not grow from tailings left in a 

brush pile so it also makes a nice habitat for rabbits and other small wild animals when 

piled up and left to dry after pruning.   

 

Warning:  Do not use or handle bayberry if you're pregnant or breast-feeding. 

 

Eatable:  Use the leaves as a substitute for store bought tropical bay leaves in your 

soups, stews, and sauces.  As the bayberry leaf has sharper edges you should put them in 

a tea ball to be removed from your food before eating. The taste is similar but milder. 

Medicinal:  The Choctaw Indians used the bayberry for fevers and intestinal problems.  

Early southern settlers used the brew for dysentery and fevers. Chewing the bark was a 

treatment for bleeding gums.  Drinking the water in which the berries were boiled for 

wax, was used for typhoid dysentery among the French New Orleans colonist after the 

hurricane in1722.  This was not a popular remedy due to the bad and foul taste and 

flatulence.  Doctors used ñwax soapò for plasters and casts that could be removed after 

easy softening.
 
 For twenty years starting in 1916, bayberry root bark was listed in the 

American National Formulary.  Today bayberry can be bought in health food stores in 

capsules, teas and dried berries.  The tea is used for sore gums, sore throats and mucus 

buildup due to colds, cough and fevers.  It is also thought to be helpful in relieving 

menstrual cramps, irritable bowel syndrome, and colitis.    

Commercial Uses: The bayberry wax was a major seller in the late 19
th
 into the early 

20
th
 century for ñMenôs shaving soapò as it was milder than the stinging lye soap.  In fact 

bayberry is still used in ñBay Rumò and other hair tonics as well as womenôs cosmetics 

today. 

The berries have been used for candle making by Indians before recorded time.  The early 

settlers boiled the berries, then re-boiled the water and skimmed the resulting vegetable 

wax off to use for making candles.  These candles were so ingrained in American culture 

that today we still associate ñBayberry Candlesò with Christmas.  Modern candles are 

usually made by commercial firms using the more inexpensive paraffin wax with 

artificial bayberry scent.  However, you can still find real bayberry candles with their 

warm and homey scent in craft and hobby shops, and farmer markets. Or, you could just 

plant your own Bayberry shrubs and render your own berries for that extra gardener thrill 

of making something from your own garden and lawn. 

      WHAT  HAPPENED  NEXT  



The Gardens at the Quitman Library 
 

Contributed by Becky Watts, Quitman Library Gardens POC, WCMG 

 

 

If you are wondering how drought tolerant 

some plants really are, come take a look at the 

Quitman Library gardens.  The drought and 

intense heat of summer have both taken a toll 

on some of the plantings.  The Encore azaleas 

near the east entrance have suffered the 

most.  The combination of no morning shade, 

radiant heat off the side of the library, heat re-

tained by the surrounding concrete, and com-

petition for water, make for a tough environ-

ment.  We deep water only once a week which 

seems inadequate for this particular plant in 

this particular bed.  They will be moved in the 

coming days and replaced this fall.  If you visit 

the gardens in the morning and you can enjoy a cup of coffee on the bistro set near the west bed. 

Becky and Jerry Watts.  

                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

?   ?    ? Mystery Plant ?     ?  ? 

 

 

 

Can you ID the plant below?  This was spotted in Yantis some weeks ago.  The owner did not know the 

name.  It is a herbaceous perennial many years old.  Send us an e-mail if you can ID this beautiful flowering 

shrub-like plant.   Thanks - Jerry Watts at jbwatts@escapees.com     

Do you have a mystery plant of your own?   Submit picture(s) and a brief description to 

terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net.  We have great resources here in Wood County.  

            IS  NOT  AMUSING 
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- Wildscape 
   Billie Wilder  
 

 

            Burma Shave  

This summer has been a true test of the hardi-
ness of native plants with the dry, hot weather.  
We have not watered as in the past two years and 
the beds and meadow have amazed us.  Right now 
many of the spring flowers have gone to seed, 
but among them are others that are in full 
bloom.  There are still a few blooms on the 
Coneflowers and Prairie verbena, but the Flame 
Acanthus, Passion vine, Salvia, Lantana, Turks 
Cap, Mealy Blue Sage, Maximillion Sunflowers and 
large Sunflowers are going strong.  The butter-
flies and hummingbirds are in abundance through-
out the gardens, as well as other birds that 
nest in the shrubs.  
 
Our regularly scheduled workdays were suspended 
during the summer while it was so hot and mem-
bers were having "grandkid" company or going on 
vacation.  Wildscapers have been going out on 
their own and keeping the weeds under control.  
Hats off to each of them!!!  
 
We continue to have visitors walking through the 
gardens...some taking pictures, some sitting on 
the benches enjoying the surroundings.  
 
We have almost completed new signage, listing 
plants that may be found in each of the beds.  
They are much larger (readable), stand about 3 
feet high and will be located near the paths in 
front of each bed.  
 
We'll resume workdays in September and meet on 
Friday mornings beginning at 8:00 to 8:30 while 
it is still so hot.  We did get Lucy's edible 
plant garden constructed and it will be planted 
this fall.  Other plants that did not make it 
through the summer will be replaced with some 
that we've learned are hardier.  Preliminary 
plans are being discussed for fall and spring 
activities; we'll keep you informed as they 
evolve.  


