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President 6s Message

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.
~ Albert Camus

Never again wild/l I sing, 6Rai n, R
new rain dance. Perhaps if we all synchronize our effort who knows what a
group could accomplish. If not, at least the calendar indicates fall will be
here soon. We can just wait (forever) for the weather change.

My concern is if our over-stressed plants and trees will survive two major
weather catastrophes. An unusually harsh winter and a very hot, dry
summer may be more than tolerable. Does anyone have any solutions? Is there an anti
depressant for plants? | will try anything at this point.

There is one solution that | have read. Tired of dragging your garden hose to water? Join the
latest garden art rave. Obtain several 5gallon buckets. Use an ice pick to puncture holes in
the bottom of each one. Place at the base of a tree or shrub that requires deep watering. Fil
the buckets with water. This is your very own slow-drip irrigation system. Purchase buckets
in multi -colors to decorate your lawn. Bonus: punching the holes can be a great stres
reliever for the gardener.

There is one delight in such a grim climate. With the lack of natural
nectar for hummingbirds, Pat and | spend time sitting on our patio in
front of water misters (of course) watching many of them flitter
between feeders. They really are such mystical and enchanting
creatures.

When fall arrives, what shall we do? It is the time for preparation. Continue to feed and
water birds and butterflies. Some birds migrate but some do not. Plant wildflower seeds.
Plant perennials. Mulch plants, trees and gardens to protect and insulate. In mid -October,
fertilize with high nitrogen and potassium and low phosphorus (2 -1-2 or 1-0-1). Remove
fallen leaves by mowing, mulching, composting or spreading in vegetable garden furrows.
Handling leaf removal is usually reserved for later in
the fall but if your lawn is like ours it began early. Our §
trees are already dropping leaves due to the drought.:

.
Good luck with all your fall projects. i F 1 '
|
 Fall

Remember to volunteer on all the WCMG projects. i
Even though the weather is uncooperative, there is still :
work to be done and volunteer hours to obtain.

Our newest project is the first editon WCMG Cookbook. The committee needs your
participation. Please submit recipes containing herbs, vegetables, fruits and nuts that can be
grown in our area. Included with the recipes will be garden tips for each subject. Your
recipes need to be submitted soon as our deadline is drawing near.
May your garden always flourishé. And
Happy Gardening, Connie Amsden, President

Wood County Master Gardeners websitevww.wcmgtx.org

Wood County TX AgriLife Extension Service
618 South Main Street Wood County Extension Agent

- T Quitman, TX 757830968 Clint Perkins
! !'}':r 'I L“ L EKTENS'DN Phone: 9037632924, Fax: 9037632092 Email: ctperkins@ag.tamu.edu




Members Spotlight d September/October 2010
Petra R Jones

| was born in October 1942 in Berlin, Germany right in the mid-
dle of World War Il. The war years and many years afterwards
were bad times for my family and me. Fresh food, including vege-
tables and fruits, was not easy to come by and very expensive
even if we were able to find a source. To supplement our rations,
my mother and some of her friends were allocated space in a city
park close to our apartment to grow vegetables.

My grandparents had a small wooden house without plumbing
or sewer on the outskirts of Berlin. These small houses are called
OLaubed6 and are a way in Ger man r c
Fortunately, my grandparentsd L h a
they grew vegetables, fruits, berries and even tobacco. They also
raised chickens and rabbits for us to eat. Having our own source
of meat was a treat because my grandmother refused to eat the
o0roof rabbitsdé that some peopl e du

My family bottled and canned a lot of their yield, even the rabbit meat, to see us through
the winters. We have pictures of me as a very young child eating the berries right off the
bushes at my grandparentsd home. After my granjddad
was sold and my grandma came to live with us. During this timeframe the food supply
was better and the markets were back in business.

But my grandma missed gardening so much she rented another Laube close to our
apartment and started growing flowers and vegetables again. Some of my best memories
as a child are of spending time with Grandma in her garden. We had fun and she taught
me a lot about gardening as | helped her. However, there was one thing | wanted nothing
to do with, that was tilling the 0Gol den Buckejt 6 i
fertilizer for the tomatoes and cucumbers! | missed our little Laube and gardening after
Grandma passed away.

Many years later | put my gardening skills to use when | acquired my own Berlin apart-
ment with a balcony. | had garden boxes where | grew beautiful flowers and of course my
most favorite herbs, like basil, parsley, dill and thyme. My German friends laughed at me
because growing herbs on the balcony is unusual in Germany. However, they loved my
cooking and homemade salad dressings using those herbs.

| moved to the U.S. with my husband in 2001 and eventually ended up in Mineola, TX
where | have a large yard and can once again grow my flowers and herbs. People still rave
about my cooking and my fresh herb salad dressings. My life has come full circle. | now
show my grandson and the neighborhood children about gardening and hope they are
l earning from me while making |lifelong memoriels as

*kkkkhkkkkkkkk*k

| have immense respect for legal immigrants who come to our country, learn a new language, afew
alphabet, and a new culture. | would like to personally thank Petra for sharing her compellingestory.




Clint Perkins Gardening Corner /\
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Plant East Texas Wildflowers in the Early Fall

Many gardeners are finding a choice garden spot for colorful East Texas wildflowers,
whether it be a sunny pocket among existing perennials, or entire meadows. The charm of
carefree, evermultiplying wildflowers is enjoyed throughout Texas where over 5,000 species
exist.

Late August and September is
time to plant wildflower seed with
anticipation of spring and summer
blooms.

Due to popular demand, seed
suppliers of Texas wildflowers have &8
increased making them readily e
available. Local gardeners may
choose seed adaptable: Bluebon-
net, Indian Paintbrush, Cornflower
or Bachelordés But
Galillardia, Standing Cypress, Prim-
rose, Drummond Phlox, and many others.

Many perennial wildflowers are now available at garden centers or by seed and are good
mixers with other garden perennials and annuals. Popular wild perennials may include: Ver-
benias, Sweet Williams, Asters, Coreopsis, Winecup, Mallows, Larkspur, Wild Ranunculus, V
lets, Rainlilies, Liatris, Spiderwort, and Blaekyed Susan.

Although easy to grow, most wildflowers demand a late summer, early fall planting in prepare
soils for best results. Soils should be free of weeds and grasses, lightly cultivated and levelec
prior to planting. The seed should be covjer ed
seed bed should be gently watered if possible due to late summer heat and drought; routine
watering will help insure germination. A light mulch over the seed bed will help conserve wate
and help protect the seed and young seedlings from the heat.



mailto:wood-tx@tamu.edu
http://texasextension.tamu.edu/

The popular Bluebonnet, State flower of Texas, is a legume. The seed case is very hard,
and will demand aging and weathering or treatment for it to germinate. The seed should be
soaked 3 to 4 days in baby bottlevarm water, changing the water each day. The seed coat
may be roughed on pavement with a brick to facilitate germination after soaking. Plant the
seed ¥ to %2 inch deep and firm the soil over the seed. Water well, but gently. Bluebonnet
seed may germinate in 7 to 10 days and for many weeks after planting. If you have little suc-
cess in getting the hareheaded seed up, wait until spring and buy bluebonnet transplants from
your garden center.

The welltailored landscape is not always conducive to growing the native wildflowers.  re
seeding and increase of plants are de- ‘ \
sired, the old plants must be allowed to
dry and go to seed prior to removing from
the garden.

Now is the time to plan for native
wildflowers of East Texas. Order wild-
flower seeds now for a late August and

September planting.

Happy Gardening

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability onaiati
origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texa
Cooperating

Wood County Ag Tour: IAdvance Notice!
Tuesday Sept 28, 2010 @ 8AM Spring Conference March 12, 2011

Ag Office to board buses w/AC Mineola Civic Center 8 AM 12 N
John Mabery Farm

OFrom Hay to Fe gpea&eerg:\lluedtys_éBarrett fivege

Goat Earm EdItO.I' ﬁ.HomeE;ro
Soaps, Lotions and Cheese James Wil hite Pl

Lunch (and maybe a winery) the Moon, Myths

Price: $10 Raffle Items: Picnic Tabliom the city of Mineola

Call: Ag Office (903) 763 -2924 2 Benchesuilt by Dean Rogers
Mark your Calendar - Set an alarm Jewelryby Peggy Rogers

A 0Do Not Mi ss Eventoé Mark Your Calendars

What kind of socks does a gardener wear?




Out & About - September and October, 2010

by Linda Timmons

1st Tuesday in the Garden - Master Gardener sponsored se-
ries of workshops held in the IDEA Garden (southeast cor-
ner of the Tyler Rose Garden ) 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Each of
these workshops are 1 CEU.

September 7 Scale, Lace Bugs, Spider Mites ( Identify

& Take Action on these E. Texas Pests )
October 5 It's Time to Plant Cool Season Annuals
November 2 Shrubs That Add Winter Interest

September 13 & 14 Landscape Design School Course 1 is
an opportunity for more in-depth training in landscape design
than we normally include in the Master Gardener curriculum.
Courses typically qualify for 12 CEUs. Registration cuts off
September 3. Full information can be found at
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/southerngarden/LDSep10/
LDSepl0Announc.html

September 25 Alba Festival - Wood County Master Gar-
deners will have a booth set up there to answer questions
and give out gardening information.

September 27  October 1, 2010 Entomology Specialist Training  Texas AgriLife Extension
Service, Bexar County Office, San Antonio, TX. Getimmersed in the wonderful world of insects
this week, and come out feeling like a true entomologist. For more information go to the Texas
Master Gardener events site at http://grovesite.com/page.asp?0=mg&s=e&p=337872

September 28-October 1 East Texas State Fair at the fair grounds on Front street in Tyler. Be
sure to visit the Secret Garden, a project of the Smith County MGs. Kids can explore the wonders
of the great outdoors in this educational area devoted to agriculture and its influences on each of
us.

October 7-10 The Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT ) presents Symposium 2010, an envi-

ronment al education event, at Te x as NRS8OMvites the

general public to attend the symposium themed, $ave Texas One Landscape at a Time: Our Na-
tive Plants Light the Future. For more information go to the to the NPSOT information site at http://
www.npsot.org/symposium2010/home/welcome.html

October 9 - Fall Garden Conference & Bulb/Plant Sale, Harvey Convention Center, Tyler. Doors
open for registration at 8:00 a.m. The conference begins at 9:00 a.m.  11:30 a.m. The Bulb Sale
will follow from 11:30 a.m.  2:30 p.m. This event includes an educational program along with an
opportunity to purchase heirloom and unusual bulbs not normally found at local nurseries and re-
tail stores. Greg Grant will offer |l andscapin
Pl ant , Right Pl ace, Home Landscaping 101.

Garden Hose.

I

i ve




Out & About - September and October 2010 Continued - Linda Timmons

October 9 Starting at 9 a.m. the Friends of the Arboretum will have their annual Fall Plant Sale at
the Gov. Hogg Park in Quitman.

October 9 Hawkins Oil festival. Wood County Master Gardeners will have a booth set up there to
answer questions and give out gardening information.

October 25 Golden Sweet Potato Festival. The Golden community is just off Hwy. 69 north of
Mineola at the crossroads of 779 and 1799. It will kick off on Saturday with a parade at 10 a.m. that
includes bands, tractors, horses, fire engines and all the rest of the normal festival parade vehicles.
If you bring kids be sure to bring plastics bags for them to gather candy. The Master Gardeners will
have a booth set up at this festival, also.

~~~ Recipe Section ~~~
Submitted by: Petra Jones

Salad Dressing

Balsamic vinegar, good olive oil, salt & pepper to taste and leaves from all herbs that | grow,
sweet basil, Thai basil, Greek oregano, thyme, parsley, garlic chives and finely chopped garli

NOTE! Do not crush garlic-it does taste different and sometimes a little bitter

Edi tords Not e:

What 6s Back:

Me mber sod . Ser)ei(z)zc[sel\/etial @dﬁ slibmissions this month. | am saving some for future publica-

tion. Please e -mail submissions to me. Include a picture, follow our prescribed format or tell your own story in
your own words. This is a good way to get acquainted and claim your 15 minutes of fame.

What 6s New:

Recipe Sectionboesnét Petra |l ook good in that hat. We wer e

recipe but | have field -tested the Salad Dressing recipe and it is bullet proof. The only requirement for sub-
missions to the Recipe Section is that it feature something from your garden. Maybe a sweet corn succotash,
stewed okra or a rescue recipe for a monster zucchini. E -mail me.

Marinal Humor : Did you notice (from Becky and Jerry Watts) an occasional family friendly garden riddle
at the bottom of the page (outside the box) with an answer on the next page. Go back if you missed them. Also
| have included in a similar format, classic Burma Shave signs, traditionally red with white lettering, usually

a PSA about driving rather than an ad for the product. For you children (under 60) out there, these were

posted along the two | ane undivided highways on farmersdo f
before the interstate highway system was built. This spacing allowed you to read them safely and gave them a
particular cadence. As a child, | | earned to read by read

Send me your garden riddles and any suggestions which will improve our newsletter. This is a team effort.

terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net
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Humorous Mishapsééééééé. . écélgnaArénSpeerb

FORBIDDEN THE FERGUSON
Story by Karen Anderson & editing & commentary by Lynn AronSpeer

L 61 & a2 SEOAGUSR 6KSy 6S o02dAKG 2dzNJ £ A G
ing to become a farm girl. Of course the weeds were waist high and | spent a good 6 weeks 1
ing the pasture and yard with a used riding lawn mower. By the end of summer it was almos
worn out but at least you could walk through the pasture without unknowingly stepping on a
ayl 1S 2N a6l adilwNovwbyidistemhyplacen East Texas without being able to
see where your foot is landing? A woman such as this was obviously about to host a number
I ROSYy GdzNBEa 2F GKS 2dziR22NJ @ NASGe& X

G¢CKSY Yé KdzadolyR 02dAKG F mMdppm CSNHEHdAzZAZ2Y
guson,) with a mower attachment. Now | had a bigger toy to play with. He showed me how t
AKAFTG 3ISFENEZI f26SN) GKS Y28SNI of RS O2y i NE
w2l R YR NBIFIRe (2 FaGalO01 (K24aS gSSRao
R2 Ay 3 Y &Ahdrde A oarBtigeéretically understand, a Ferrari | can better understand but
woman was sitting astride little more than amgineF 2 NJ | S+ @dSy Qa { I 1 SH

G¢KSY AdG gl a GAYS (2 Lzt GKS GNIF OG2 NI dzLd
kept the tractor parked until I — we got a barn built. | slowed it
down and pushed in the p A - S ‘ brake but it kept going and
was not slowing down. | ' e even stood up and tromped on
the brake pedal and still it § e~ . would not stop. It finally
stopped when | hit the tree s V= = A" and bent the headlight back
and put a dent in the frame (5 = = | got it turned off and then
looked around to see if my o g S eg husband had seen my acci-
RSy ihsés asmart ey = = woman: prepare to deny if
e2dz KIFI Sy Qi \ " MR Kl YRSERI X gl a 2
pasture driving his old Apparently, it had a lazy eye to begin ilekup around to keep it
charged up and it had a hole in the muffler so it was really
f 2dzRo hil& L ¢l a ai Ay 2yS LASUOSishyR
g2YlLYy GAOGK | KSI & ONRBIFR LISNRLSOGAGS

G2 KSy Yé KdzolyR 324 o0l 01 G2 G0KS K2dza$S (FK
O2dztf RYyQli o0StASPS KS KSINR Yeé avlftf ONIack
KFR (02 F RYAGNI.noMa (Adniiski® isioiBhs first step in senteneimgver ad-
YAGH 'S RARYQGA[ 28S@SNE KR ihigfeuly Shdekhd feiladiaitell ke
G§KS RdzYo GNFY OG2NJ RARYQUO KI @S Fye oNIF1Sa |\
a (i 2 0ps# This woman was poking the bear big tiget 2 al & GKS fSFadsxz
RNAGAY3I GKS GNIOG2NI FFGSNI GKFEG 2N FG PBdiva
aggressive behavior works like this: you ask him to fix it but if youream@ndhim henceforth,
that is consideredhaggingand reason enough for him to cross that chore off his list for the fore:
seeable future.

What do you get if you divide the circundé&eepoenpkin by its diameter?




¢1'S alAR L KIF@S G22 YdzOK 2F | €SIR F22i
V2 0KSNISENEKSEBE YdzOK KS f 2@0Sa évergekhurtoh Batfere S &
NJ Ol 2 NI CKAA 62YFYy A& F2Nldzyl S X

|y Ras.2B/0tf| Rnowiifdida 1@ tRaNd wSrkaln)
02

Karen, you are my inspiratiorMy husband has been trying to get me to drive our tractor for
2PSNJ GKNBS &SI NBO® L Ffgl&@&d RSYdzNJ I YR LINE

YS Ittt L KF@S (2 R2 A& 3IS4G AG 2y AG 2yS G
ful.
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God and Grass

GOD:
"Frank, you knowall about gardens and naturé/hat in the world igoing on down there on

planet?What happened to the dandelions, vidlestles, and stuff | started eons agd“ad a per-
fectno-maintenancgarden plan. Those plants grow in any type of seiithstand
droughtandmultiply with abandonThe nectar from the lofigsting blossomsittracts butterflies
honey bees and flocks of songbildsxpected to seevast garden of colors by noRut, all | see

are these green rectangles.

ST. FRANCIS:
It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They started calling your

flowers "weeds"  and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass.

GOD:

Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attractoutterflies, birds and bees; o
grubs and sodorms. It's sensitive totemperatures.Do these Suburbanites really want all t

grass growing there.

ST. FRANCIS :

Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin each
spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn.

GOD:
The springrains and warm weather probably make grass geallyfast. That must make t

Suburbaniteshappy.

K 8 | RSy idNBa Al

Pumpkin pi.



ST. FRANCIS:
Apparently not, Lord.  As soon as it grows a little, they cut it - sometimes twice a week.

GOD:
They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?

ST. FRANCIS:
Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.

GOD:
They bag it?Why? Is it a cash cropDo they sellit?

ST. FRANCIS :
No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.

GOD:
Now, let me gethis straight. They fertilize grass so it will growAnd, when it doegrow, the
cut it offand pay to throw it away?

ST. FRANCIS:
Yes, Sir.

GOD:
TheseSuburbanites must be relieved in the summer when vadubrihe rain and turn up t
heat. That surely slows the growth and satlesm dot of work.

ST. FRANCIS:
You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag
out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to
get rid of it.

GOD:
What nonsense. At least they kept some of the tiidwed.was a sheestroke of genius, if | dq
say so myselfThe trees grow leaves in tepring to provide beauty and shade in the summ
the autumn, thewll to the ground anfdrm a natural blanket to keep moisture insthieand pro
tect the treeand bushesilt's a natural cycle of life.

ST. FRANCIS:
You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon as the
leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away.

GOD :
No! What do they do to protect the shrub and tree rootswinteeto keep the soil moist a
loose?

ST. FRANCIS:
After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call
mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.




GOD:
And where dthey get this mulch?

ST. FRANCIS:
They cut down trees and grind them up to make the

GOD:
Enough! | don't want to think about this anymor8&t. Catherine, you're icharge of the
arts. What movie have ysgheduled for us tonight?

ST. CATHERINE:
"Dumb and  Dumber", Lord. It's a story about . . . .

GOD:
Never mind, | think | just heard the whole story from St. Francis.

Howard Garret suggested on his radio show this month, the fol- Garden Rules:

|-0WI ng organic approach to m_anagl mgOnoe?ogtHeabusnny bugs.
mings from a Bay Laurel (the source of Bay leaf) and compost it
into the top layer of soil in your garden. Just as bay leaf keeps
bugs out of cereals and grains in your pantry, Bay Laurel keeps Threeds enough
bugs out of your garden. What? No Bay Laurel in your yard? It But four is our goal - ed
may just be time to consider planting one; prune in the Spring.
Just remember fresh spices are stronger than store bought. May your garden be fruitful.

Two for the mole

Texas Master Gardeners Association
Bulletin Board- Tim Willis

At the Septembermeeting we'll hear a talk by Chris Oefing&hris is the treasurer of the

Texas Master Gardeners Associatiode has participated in numerous training sessions

the Texas AgriLife Extension Service including: Texas Master Gard&anwater Harvest

ing, Jr. Master GardeneiGreenhouse Management and he has served as President of

press Basin Master Gardeners for two ye&ris will be speaking to us at his requdde’s .
been traveling the state speaking to Master Gardener associations about what being a §mgeoéﬁnger
member means to the local organization.

In October we'll have the annual book and plant exchariggeng your gardening books that you no longer
need or some of the those plants that you've been watering every day but don't know what to do with.

Dates to Remember- Connie Amsden

Festivals: ~ Sept 25 Alba Fair Future Agenda: Septi Nominating Committee
Oct 21 Winnsboro Business Expo Appointed

Oct 97 Hawkins Oil Festival
Oct 237 Golden Sweet Potato Festival Octi 2011 Officer Slate presented

MG Meetings: Aug 19, Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18, Nov i Vote on 2011 Officers
Dec 16 Deci Annual business meeting/

Please contact Connie if you are interested in the nominating committee or becoming an officer.

Tak

DROVE TOO LONG



September 2010 Plant of the Month: South&agberry
By: Sylvia Johnson, MG

Kingdom: Plantae Family: Myricaceae

Division: Magnoliophyta Genus: Myrica

Class: Magnoliopsida Species: M. cerifera

Order: Fagales Binomial nameMpyrica cerifera

This shrub is o known aswWax Myrtle, CandleberryBayberry Teg andthe Tallow
Shrub. Bayberry makes aeffective and attractive tall screamen used as a shrobit
can be pruned intosgpecimen treeMyrica pusillais dwarfbayberrywhich does wikin
Texas also.

SUN: Prefers full sun. Will tolerate light shad&his species is adaptablet will

tolerate many conditions frothe sea shore dunés Rhode Island to the de&ast Texa
Piney Woods Americanhardiness zones 11 to6b.

Soil and Water: This plant's roots possess nodules which fix nitrogen at a faste
than legumesCan be grown in clay, loam, sand, acidic, alkaline, extended flooded
well-drained soil. Medium to low water requirement once established. This shrub
also grow in salty and brackish water on the sea shidrs.Native American plants a
perfect xeriscape plant for East Texas.

Leavesand trunk: Rapidgrowing evergreerBayberryis aromatic withalternaing
olive green leavewhich are serrated, olbiig and 1% 4 inchedong. SoutherrBayberry
has multiple, twisted trunks with smooth, light grey b&&rk can easily peel and be
damaged bynechanicatools. This shrubeeds pruning at least twice per year to
maintain a well maintained look otherwisevill grow with multiple long branches
which have a tendency to droop if not kept in check. Limbs may be weak if not pr
properly Deer do not seem to like this shriteight: 10 to 40feet Width: 8 to 15feetif
not pruned.

Flower and Fruit: You need both male and female plants to create the berries.
Female trees produce fryitovided there is a male near@henonshowy yellowish
green flowes bloom between February and June aratureduringJune toSeptember
into dusters of greybluewaxy kerries on female plants which attract wildlif8catterec
seeds do not appear to become a weed problem in the landscapee of birds eat tF

DRIVER SNOOZING




bayberry fruit In Texas you will please the bobwhgeail, the wild turkey, the wrens
and the sparrows tmention a few.Bayberryis sometime eaten by cattle although it i
not aparticularlynutriousfood source for them

Propagation: By seeds once éhwax coating has been striped. Birds digestive tre
do this job nicely. You caalsoplantby tip cutthgs, division of the stolons or
transplanting wild plantsGrowth rate is rapidThis will not grow from tailing left in a
brush pile so it also makes a nice habitat for rabbits and other small wild animals
piled up and left to dry after pruning.

Warning: Do notuseor handlebayberry if you'rgoregnantor breastfeeding.

Eatable: Use the leaves as a substitute for store batgpicalbay leaves in your
soups, stews, arghuces As the bayberry ledfassharperedgesyou should put them it
a tea ball to be removed from your food before eating. The taste is similar but milc

Medicinal: The Choctaw Indians used the bayberry for feaasintestinal problem:s
Early southern settlers used the brewdgsenteryand feversChewing the barkvas a
treatment fobleeding gums Drinking the water in which the berries were boiled for
wax, was used for typhoulysentery among the French New Orleeni®nistafter the
hurricane in1722. This was not a popular remedy due to the bad anasteuhd
flatul ence. Doctors used fAwax soapo
easy softeningFor twenty years starting in 1916, bayberry root bark isded in the
American National FormularyToday bayberrgan be bought in health food stores ir
capsulesteas and dried berries. The tgaised for sore gums, sore throats and muci
buildupdue to olds, cough and feverdt is also thought to beelpful inrelieving

-
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menstrual cramps, irritable bowel syndrome, eoidis.

Commercial Uses:The bayberry waxvas a major seller in the late™@ito the early
20century for i Masit@asmildehtsan therstingirg tyagoap. Inff:
bayberry is stildl used i n A Wayne Bodnmetics
today.

The berries have e used for candle making by Indians before recorded time. Th
settlers boiled the berries, therh®iled the water and skimmed thesulting vegetable
wax off to use for making candles. These candles were so ingrained in American
that today we still associate ABaybe
usually made by commercial firms using the more inexpensivéfipareax with
artificial bayberry scent. However, you can still find real bayberry candles with the
warm and homey scent imadt and hobby shopand farmer markets. Or, you could ju
plant your own Bayberry shrubs and render your own berries foexhat gardener thri
of making something from your own garden and lawn

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT




The Gardens at the Quitman Library
Contributed by Becky Watts, Quitman Library Gardens POC, WCMG

If you are wondering how drought tolerant
some plants really are, come take a look at thg

Quitman Library gardensThe drought and

intense heat of summer have both taken a tolf

on some of the plantingS'he Encore azaleas

near the east entrance have suffered the

most. The combination of no morning shade, & 3%

radiant heat off the side of the library, heat re+

tained by the surrounding concrete, and com-{

petition for water, make for a tough environ- ;2%

ment. We deep water only once a week whichag®

seems inadequate for this particular plant in &

this particular bedThey will be moved in the &%

coming days and replaced this falil.you visit

the gardens in the morning and you can enjoy a cup of coffee on the bistro set near the west
Becky and Jerry Watts.

? ? 7? Mystery Plant ?

Can you ID the plant belowThis was spotted in Yantis some weeks agbe owner did not know the
name. It is a herbaceous perennial many years 8end us an-enail if you can ID this beautiful flowering
shrublike plant. Thanks- Jerry Watts afpwatts@escapees.com

Do you have a mystery plant of your own? Submit picture(s) and a brief description to
terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.netWe have great resources here in Wood County.

IS NOT AMUSING
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- Wildscape

Billie Wilder

This summer has been a true test of the hardi-
ness of native plants with the dry, hot weather.

We have not watered as in the past two years and
the beds and meadow have amazed us. Right now
many of the spring flowers have gone to seed,

but among them are others that are in full

bloom. There are still a few blooms on the
Coneflowers and Prairie verbena, but the Flame
Acanthus, Passion vine, Salvia, Lantana, Turks
Cap, Mealy Blue Sage, Maximillion Sunflowers and
large Sunflowers are going strong. The butter-
flies and hummingbirds are in abundance through-
out the gardens, as well as other birds that

nest in the shrubs.

Our regularly scheduled workdays were suspended
during the summer while it was so hot and mem-
bers were having "grandkid" company or going on
vacation. Wildscapers have been going out on
their own and keeping the weeds under control.
Hats off to each of them!!!

We continue to have visitors walking through the
gardens...some taking pictures, some sitting on
the benches enjoying the surroundings.

We have almost completed new signage, listing
plants that may be found in each of the beds.
They are much larger (readable), stand about 3
feet high and will be located near the paths in
front of each bed.

We'll resume workdays in September and meet on
Friday mornings beginning at 8:00 to 8:30 while

it is still so hot. We did get Lucy's edible

plant garden constructed and it will be planted

this fall. Other plants that did not make it

through the summer will be replaced with some
that we've learned are hardier. Preliminary

plans are being discussed for fall and spring
activities; we'll keep you informed as they

evolve.




