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President 6s Message

The richness | achieve comes from Nature, the
source of my inspiration. 1 Claude Monet

2011 MG Officers

Connie Amsden & President

Jlm'WI”IS d Vice President a .:: . .::
Shirley Boles & Secretary

Karen Anderson & Treasurer

Spring Fever is definitely in the air! After such a harsh, record-setting cold winter, a
warm spring will be welcomed with open arms and excitement. It is time to recover
from cabin fever and venture outside. Your backyard has awakened from a long
winterds nap, and nothing feels bette
your own garden and in volunteering at any of the WCMG projects. Watch for
emails with work places, dates and times.

Be kind to our feathered friends who give us such joy and amusement. Birds

continue to need food since there is less natural food in early spring than any other

In this Issue: . A time of year. Berries and seeds are consumed during winter and new growth has
! President osl Ma5%HRGUA. To prepare for nesting, clean and repair your birdnhouses. Clean and
* 3 Members Spotlights hang hummingbird feeders then watch for their arrival soon. To help attract
e 4 Clint Perkilhs@ummingbirds plant red or orange blooming flowers near the nectar feeders.

Gardening Corner

e 6 Outand About by
Linda Timmons

e 7 Humorous Mishaps by
Lynn AronSpeer

e 8 Recipe Section
e 9 Plant of the Month by

March and April are time to fertilize and mulch. It is also time to perform
maintenance and repairs on your garden tools and lawn equipment. Assess your
lawn and landscape and plan your new creations. Remember to keep a journal of
your gardening ventures to aid in future plans.

Sylvia Johnson Want to learn about vegetable gardening? Know someone who does? Invite all
e 12 Quitman Library Project your family and friends to come learn about it at our Annual Spring Conference
by Becky Wats March 12, 8:00 - 11:30 a.m. at the Mineola Civic Center. Whether one is a
e 13 Mineola Nature Preserve gardener or is just interested in fresh vegetables, everyone will enjoy the
by Billie Wi l|dgc/onfrermc®see ent it | eidf rioLne gtaeciyr | Qaorndse nti on gt
e 14 Friends of the Arboretum great opportunity for MGs to get volunteer hours. Come early to setup and help
by Pam Riley vendors then stay late for cleanup. It is always much fun and camaraderie.
e 15 Special Ed Greenhouse
Project / Book Review Need CEU6s? Any Tuesday you are welco
e 16 Spring Conference hours and meet our newest trainees. Graduation will be held April 26. Check our
* 19 Quikrete Gardening website for the schedule. Presidentds Message con
e 20 Forthe Birds
e 21 MG Contact List NOTE! Connie is out of the hospital and doing well. She wishes to thank everyone
e 22 Serenity Corner by for their concern and kind wishes and is turning her attention to all things spring.
Eileen Bartlett

e 26 Calendar

Editors: Terrell & Lynn Wood County Master Gardeners websitevww.wcmgtx.org
AronSpeer
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Presidentds Message continued

Thank you to our State Delegate volunteers: Karen Anderson and Peggy Rogers. Hope you have

fun and learn lots at the director meetings and state conference. Everyone is invited to attend the

TMGA State Conference in Glen Rose, Texas on April 27-29. See the TMGA website for info.
WCMG monthly meetingsé. March 17 and

May vyour garden always flourishé. And your wee

Happy Gardening,
Connie Amsden
President

Wood County Master Gardeners
2011 Spring Conference

Legacy Gardening -
from Heirlooms to the Moon

Country Roads
March 12, 2011

8:00 a.m.7 11:30 a.m. Texas Master Gardeners
Mineola Civic Center 2011 State Conference

April 2729

Texas Master Gardeners Association
Bulletin Board- Jim Willis

Our speaker for th®larch program, Ron Loper, will tell us a bit about the Native Plant Society of Texas
organization and will discuss some plants native to our area. Ron is-en@mgember and past presiden
of the Tyler Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas. In 2010 he was the State President of the

Delta Drilling Co., Kerr McGee, and Energy Production Corporation. Lived and worked in Alvin, Texag;

Smackover, Arkansas; Morgan City, Louisiana; London, England; Stavanger, Norway; Odessa, Texa
Houston, Texas; and Tyler, Texas. Now retired, Ron has been married to Ruth (Woods) Loper for 45
and has two children: Robértiving in Irving, Texas, and Catfiiliving in Willamina, Oregon. He en-
joys amateur photography, travel, and RV camping.

In April , Keith Hansen, Smith County Agrilife Extension Agent, will talk to us about Earth Kind Princi-
ples. Keith serves as coordinator for the Smith County Master Gardener Program whi
has developed many community programs and projects including the Fall Garden Se

Fall Bulb Sale, Northeast Texas Garden Guide & Calendar, the IDEA Demonstration G3

den, community gardens, and youth garden projects. Some of his current research pro
are evaluating shaetelerant plants for East Texas, and testing Earth Kind soil manage-

ment recommendations in sandy soils in conjunction with a National Earth Kind rose tri

located at Lindsey Park. He has a regular garden column in the Tyler Morning Telegra|
on Thursdays.

What is another name for a stolen yam?
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Member Spotlight March/April 2011 ~ Shirley Boles

Submitted by: Shirley Boles, WCMG Secretary 2011

We | ive here in Quitman. I | ook out
just walk over, which can be either good or bad.

We moved here 4 years ago from Houston where we had lived for 20 years. We had alw3
we would retire to East Texas and had been looking for that perfect place about five years. We |
take a weekdés vacation and |l ook at every av
Macyds bought Foleyds, we made yet another
tor in Mineola each time we came but never seemed to find that dream place. Our realtor sugge
look in Quitman on our final day of looking that trip. | could not imagine living in a place called Q

man but we purchased the first house we looked at that Saturday morning and we have never repr¢

| was the ManageRelocation/Admin. to the SVP Human Resources for Sanger Harris in Dallas
Federated merged them with Foleyds of Houst
fered that same position for the newl merged Fol eyds.
hesitant about moving but in the en he suggested that he thought it wgs

the best move for us so | accepted job and Ken, who had been in bank

ing for 25 plus years, retired and we moved. He is my main support i
everything | do, especially gardenin He is the one who saw the adver-
tisement for the classes and sug- = gested, more than once, that |
needed to call and sign up. -

| am originally from just outside ( ~ Birmingham, AL where my dad
was an electrician in the coal mine v : There was not space available fo
gardening while | was growing up  [EERE 2 s but my Mom and Dad bought son
land and had vegetables and many & 2N 47 flowers later. Of course gardenin
is much different there; just ask my S\~ 2> M Mom who constantly reminds me
that she could grow anything there ) o with just a |it
She is 91 and has been living with us 14 years. We have four grown children and four grandchildr
another one due March ".1 Our youngest daughter dislikes the gardening and outdoor work but | h
future helpedinhertwg e ar , Kayl a, who will find every |c

Almost all gardening is fairly new to me so to simplify things a bit, | have created my own versipn
plant book. | write about each thing | planted, and a photo of it and it gives me a quick reference|f

my I|ittle corner of the worl d. Many of the
However, | love the ones that are unique and unusual, things that hold their own special place bg
they are different.

I love the lady bugs, dragon flies and bluebirds. | love to feed the birds and the first time | saw

painted bunting, | was convinced that Ken would not believe me when | described the coloring. He

immediately what | was describing but on his next trip to the book store, bought me a book on idg
birds.

My favorite things to do are volunteering first at my church and then with others at Governor Ji
Hogg Park and Arboretum.

A hot potato.

ust




Clint Perkins Gardening Corner /\
Wood County Extension Office - . A e -
618 S. Main. Quitman, Texas 75783 P W Agr (LIFE EXTENSION

Tel 903-763-2924 Fax 903-763-2092 . P
email wood -tx@tamu.edu - ' Improving Lives. Improving Texas.

Texas AfM System

Azaleas

| got this article from Keith Hansen, CEAorticulture in Smith County. East Texas has the
unique conditions which allow us to grow some of the most beautiful plants that a landscay
have- azaleas. Abundant shade, frequent rainfall, and sandydveétied, acid soils combine
for the right ingredients for these spribtpoming beauties.

Spring is a good time to visit a local nursery if the Azalea Trail has you yearning for your own riot of color. It is ce
tainly easier to make color selections when the plants are in bloom.

There are several major groups of azaleas with varying characteristics. Blooms range in color and size, and may
single or double. Azaleas have different growth habits from compact to large shrubs and the blooming season can
from early to late spring. Some of the variety groups include Kurume, Southern Indica, Glendale, Robin Hill, Ruthe
ford and Satsuki. Within each group there may be dozens of varieties to choose from.

Before you make a purchase, you should invest some time in developing a landscape plan. Plants selected for tf
landscape should enhance the beauty of the yard, not distract from it or become a maintenance chore. Pay attenti
g the ultimate size of the plants. The color of the blooms should complement
the colors of the house and other landscape plants. Also consider the soill,
3 drainage and light exposure.

By proper selection, you could have a continuous display of azalea bloom
from mid March through May. Azalea blooming season is usually classified
as early, mid or late. Here is a tip if you do decide to extend the blooming
season. Do not mix early and nrsdason azaleas in the same bed. The fad-
ing blooms of the early flowers will detract from the newly opening blooms
of the midseason flowers.

Azaleas do best when grown in filtered sunlight and a highly organic soil.
An ideal exposure would be under the branches of a large tree which drops its leaves in winter. An east or north fa
side of the house or fence would also be a good location. However, dense, all day shade can result in leggy plants
skimpy blooms.

The soil must be wellirained. An ideal soil would be a sandy loam high in organic matter. If water tends to stand
after a rain, or the soil has high clay content, you will either need to select another site or make some modifications
you have a less than ideal soil, you can still grow azaleas by making a mound or raised bed with a loose soil mix. k
gardless of your soil, add large quantities of ground bark, compost, peat moss, or leaf mold to the soil to increase
age and aeration.

Plant azaleas with the top of the root mass slightly above ground level. Never bury the
crown or let the trunk be covered with soil or mulch. There is no need to dig the planti§® .
hole any deeper than the container. Azaleas are usually commercially grown in peat & 1%
be root bound when purchased. Soak the root ball with water until no more bubbles e
Also, cut the sides of the root ball on three sides with a knife to encourage new root g

Although azaleas are sensitive to waterlogged soil, they have very shallow root sys
which can dry out rapidly under dry conditions. Always maintain a good layer of mulc
(Continued . . .)
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such as pine bark or needles, on the surface of the soil. Mulch not only maintains 3
" more steady level of moisture, but also helps keep the azalea bed free of competin
#4 weeds. Do not mechanically cultivate the soil around azaleas. Instead, pull weeds
B hand.

Water new plantings regularly, checking frequently to be sure you are not keeping
the bed too wet. For established plants, be sure to water during the summer to pre
wilting during hot and dry weather. Thoroughly soak the soil in the root zone about
once or twice a week.

The most important factor in fertilizing azaleas is to use only small amounts per application. Use cotton seed n
any of the commercial acibrming fertilizers made for acitbving plants and follow directions. To be extra safe, cut
the amounts in half and feed twice as often. Fertilize once growth begins in spring and no later than July. Above
evenly distribute the fertilizer throughout the batkver in concentrated piles.

Pruning can be done immediately after bloom if you need to cut back lanky shoots or encourage denser growt
Flower buds are formed in late summer, so no pruning should be done after that time.

In the summer, the newer leaves of azaleas may yellow with the veins remaining
darker green. This is caused by a lack of iron and is called chlorosis. Iron chlorosis
common when plants are near sidewalks or building foundations where there is a |
concentration of lime from the mortar used in construction. Azaleas growing next ti
lawns which have been limed may also show iron deficiency. Most irrigation water
also alkaline. Iron chlorosis can be temporarily corrected by applying copperas or -
sulfate. Some leaves often turn yellow in late winter or early spring and is no caust
concern since this is a natural process of the plant shedding old leaves.

Finally, there are a few insects which may bother azaleas. Most common is the ¢
lace bug. These feed on the underside of the leaves, giving leaves a gray, blanche °
coarse stippled appearance. The undersides of leaves become discolored by shiny
excrement and cast skins. Azaleas in sun, and under stress, are more prone to lac

Happy Gardening!
Clint

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability onaiati

origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texag

Cooperating.

Wood County TX AgriLife Extension Service

618 South Main Street Wood County Extension Agent
Quitman, TX 757830968 Clint Perkins

Phone: 9037632924, Fax: 9037632092 Email: ctperkins@ag.tamu.edu

2011 Texas Master Gardener Conference
April 27-29, 2011
at the Somervell County Expo Center
in beautiful Glen Rose, Texas!
co-hosted by
Somervell County Master Gardeners
and Lake Granbury Master Gardeners

Check out our web site below
http://2011tmgaconference.org/

| or
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Out & About - March/April 2011

by Linda Timmons

March/April 2011

Master Gardener training classes are in full swing. You can checlg

out the full schedule at our web site
(http://www.wemgtx.org/documents/WCMG2011TRAININGCLASSSCHEDULE. pdf).

March % & April 5" - Smith County Master Gardengst Tuesday in the ;
Gardenwill be held at the IDEA Garden in the back corner of the Tyler Rose
Garden. The March program will be "Selection And Care Of Azal-

eas." The April program will be "Natives in the GarderLéctures begin at
noon. Bring a lawn chair as seating is limited.

March 12th- The annual Wood County Master Gardener Spring Conference will be held at the Mineolz
Civic Center from 8:3011:30. The speakers will be Judy Barrett, garden writer, speaking on heirloom
vegetables; and James Wilhite, owner of Wilhite Landscaghdmission is free.

March 25th through April 10tkg Tyler 53 annual Azalea Trails. The Azalea & Spring Flower Trail trave
through eight miles of residential gardens and historic homes sites. The two trails have been routed to
maintain an orderly traffic flow so visitors can see as many flowers as possible. From the courthouse ¢
North Broadway, follow the specifically marked Azalea Trail signs southward to enjoy this outstanding
bration of Spring in East Texas.

April 5th - See March 1st above

April 9th - Friends of the arboretum Spring Plant Sale in front of the Stinson House at the back of the G
Hogg Park , QuitmanStarts at 8 AM.

April 16th- SFA plant sale in Nacogdoches Spring Garden Galbdy starting gate.
April 26th¢ Wood County Master Gardener training graduation and awards. Watch your emails for the

details. This is not just for the graduates. This is also when we announce the State Awards and wher
recognize WCMGs who are being awarded their 5 year pins.

April30thc{ YAGK / 2dzy(& aladSNI DFNRSYSNRA |1 2YS DI NR!
R2Yy Qi KI @S Iy e&-wit gost inferfatién loitti@ wabsi@ &s it&dnés available.
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Humorous Mi shapsééééééé. . écélLgndAarénSpeerb
Mumdés 0Ot her Mano

My mother was always faithful to my father with one exception. This exception was even known

to Dad. He managed to swallow the fact of it and,
acquiesced to this one deviation within their marriage. Once, when a doctor unwittingly sched-

uled Dad for a second carotid artery procedure, Mum insisted it be changed, saying she wanted to

give her full attention to Dad for the surgery but she had a conflict on that particular date and Dad

surely knew of it. (Mum was al so an ™R.aN.otamrdd afritgeu

as serious as the initial one and that it could wait a day or two.) You see, the doctor had tried to
schedule Dad for a surgery on the second day of February.

That ds right . PMb iml & & s F a in e hdnd dlitho&gb thdir hame near Cape Cod

was a |l ong way from 6Gobblerds Knobd in Pennsyl van
on T.V. or, if really pressed by some conflict, listened to it on radio. She would be tired of winter

by Gr ound Ho arid$opdufgr news of an early spring.

I dondt remaechbet ebvating Punxsutawney Phil ds big dp

but Mum and | shared it annually. Often | would get a phone call at 3:30 AM in California on Feb-

ruary 2 ™ as the news came in to Mum. Sometimes, if the
news was bad, thie © i couple of hours to make the
announcement phone call. - !\ . Bt - However, if the news was

good and spring was right ! . | around the corne
as soon as she got word. | SR TSI became used to it and so, on

any given February 2 "™, re- ’ ' ISR N - ¢ ceiving a call Oi
the nighto was e URSGRT A for worry it would be any of

the other 364 nights of the : e i year.

She would tell me of the - . men in top hats threading
their way through the huge ' 4 crowds to 0Gobbl ¢
and how each would be in- troduced to the magnificently
huge crowd with their nick - namesf all weather -related.
Then the two scrolls would be held up for all to see: one for six more weeks of winter and one for

spring just around the corner but no one knew which was which.

Next Phil s handlers would tap on the giant
to call out, oOoPhil, Phil!é Once they deemed
up close to the small double doors built into the stump and prepare to retrieve Phil but first the
president would tap three times on the doors while holding a special acacia wood cane. The cane
bequeathed speci al interpretive powers to the

Mum woul d also remind me year after year that
enced so it was a tense moment when he was lifted out. Phil would first be raised high toward his
faithful followers and Mum would mention he really seemed to be inhaling the dawn air in a most
discerning manner. Finally he was placed atop his stump to choose a scroll.

This yeards chosen scroll was read alo
Super Bowl and spring is just around t
an early springée

ud to Phil
he corner.
Mum woul déve found the football prediction trivi
so happy for an early spring. Go Mum.

Nostalgia isn't what it used to be.
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~~~ Recipe Section ~~~

Submitted by Andrea (Andi) Hawk
WINTER BRUSSELS SPROUTS:

4 cups of fresh Brussels sprouts, washed and sliced in half

8-12 fingerling potatoes, washed and sliced lengthwise. Don't peel them and
experiment with those purple ones!

1-1 1/2 cups of pearl onions. red ones would be pretty, it's all in the colors
you serve!

3TBS olive ol

1-2 TBS balsamic vinegar or to your taste

1-1 1/2 cups of chicken stock. use vegetable stock if you are that vegetarian
1-2 TBS butter

salt and pepper to taste

1/4 cup cooked crisp bacon pieces, optional

2 TBS fresh chopped parsley

Heat olive oil in a deep pan on medium high heat. Add the fingerling potatoes and saute/brown
approximately 5 minutes, then add the Brussels sprouts and pearl onions and saute/brown an-
other 5 minutes. Add the balsamic vinegar and allow the liquid to evaporate. Add the chicken
stock and allow the liquid to reduce to about 1/4 cup. Drop in the butter, add salt and pepper,
and stir. Serve with bacon pieces and parsley for garnish.

Brussels Sprout Growing Tip ~ Do not pull the whole plant out as the Brussels sprouts are at
different stages of maturity on the stalk, oldest on the bottom and younger growing up.  You
don't have to use a knife to cut the sprouts off the stalk, they simply pop off with a quick

bend. And when your sprouts get closer to the top of the stalk, you cut off the top of the plant
so the energy goes into growing those younger ones bigger.

Submitted by Ann Norris

Chicken Noodle Soup:
4 chicken breasts (cooked in water with bouillon cubes)
8 or 12 oz. Medium Noodles
1 % to 2 cups chopped celery
1 % to 2 cups chopped onion
1 stick butter
10 chicken bouillon cubes
10-12 slices American cheese

Cover chicken with water. Add cubes and boil till chicken is done. Remove chicken from pot. Chop
chicken into bite-size pieces

Place noodles in the water chicken was cooked. Cook noodles.
Sauted celery and onion in butter.

When noodles are cooked, add chicken and vegetables. Then add cheese in small amounts till
cheese is melted.

Season with pepper....but no salt. There is enough salt in the cubes without adding more.




March2011 Plant of the Month:Primrose
By: Sylvia Johnson, _

Kingdom: Plantae Order:Ericales
(unranked)Angiosperms Family: Primulaceae
(unranked)Eudicots Gerus: Primula
(unranked)Asterids

Ahh, one morning you wake up and there is thatmingof the breeze and the feeling
that winter is just abouwdver. It is about that time that you see your first blooms in tt
garders and among those you see the delightful Primnées it is spring at last.
Primula is theLatin word for first (prime)and isapplied to flowers that are among the
first to open in springPerennial Bmulabloom during thespring their flowers can be
purple yellow, red pink, orwhite. There are oveB00speciesof Primulg the most
known is the Primrose The English andlapanesspecies of primrose atmusually
vivid spring blooming perennial flowsrThese two species make up thest popular
Hardy Primrosevarietiesand are thenesmost ofterfound inlocal nurseriedor
transplanbr in seed packst

SUN: Hardy Primrosegrefer filteredsunlight. They @n toleratesomesun ifkeptcool
and mois. Hardy Primroses will brightenshady corner anildok especially good
massed under a tre€rimrose $ a good choice for the north side of a house or as ar
early spring ground cover under foundation shrubs.

SOIL: Hardy Primroses may be divided into two main categoriesbdlyéoving
speciesand the cliff and rock dwellersZone: 3 - 9, depending on ggies

Bog Primrose growsbest in wet places such as the bog garden, streamside or p
To successfully grow this species you must water generously in dry weather and r
plant them in solil that is so rich in humus and compost that it is spongy. Sepple
soil with large amounts of leaf mold, peat moss or sphagnum moss.

The rock and cliff dwelling Primrosesgrow the best in loamy soil that has go
drainagebut never becomes too driyrimroseseedtheir soilamendedvith leaf mold
andsand or ruble to keep their roots from being soakadt still moist

(Continued next page . . .)




PROPAGATION: Primrose seeds are very tir§ow the seeds in a tray obist
peat moss layered over sterile potting shile seeds need light to germinatePsoNot
cover them with soil!Placea piece of clear glass plasticoverthe tray tohelpretain
moisture until the seeds sprauhen remove the covekeep the tay in the refrigerator
for 3-4 weeksor in a cold garage below 40 degrees. Movdridngeto a70 degrees
locationduring gernmationfor 3-6 weeks moreTransplant the seedlings $eparatgots
whenthey reachiwo inches tall. They will bloom the following sprindlature Size: 6"
- 30" H by 8"-30" W, depending on species.

Now you see why most gardeners buy staf@dy Printoseplants from a nursenyit is
recommaded that you purchase primresehile they are in lnomto guarantee the
flower color and speciefrimroses canonly be kept indoors if you are able to
provide them with cool night temperatured 50-60° F., filtered sun temperature
below 80 degreesnd moist soil.

A Different Species: TheEvening Primrose prefers wekldrained rather than mois
soil. The pH levels in which it can flourish caa beutral to high. lgrows in soil
temperatures of between 65 af@@ldegrees Fahrenheit. This is the recommended
primrose tosow outdooin North East Texas. It blooms between May and July.
According to Texas A&M Extension Servigeis bestfor roadsides, fence lines amd
meadows. Th&veningPrimrose is biennialwhich means that the lifespan of the pliar
two yearslt shouldre-grow by self seeding/Vhile some cosider this species inferior 1
theHardyPrimroseit looks pretty in a wild setting. This species yields a large ama
of seeds and so can easfyread in the absence of strong competition. Some consic
an invasive weedPrimroses are used as food plants by the caterpillars of some
Lepidoptera species, including Duke of Burgundy butterfly.

Edible: The bloomsleaves and roots can all be eatdhe blooms are surprising
addition to a salad fahatWow factor Toast the seeds and sprinkle on salad or oth:
foods as you would black pepper.

Medicinal Uses: Primrose oil is used in mamomeopathienedicines as a base.

Growing Primroses from seed can behallenge Most gardeners buy transplants ant
enjoy the earliest of the spring flowevghout all the workfor the fird year Primroses
that are grown imurseriesnake gorgeous plantsr thatearlypop of color inyour
springlandscape or to brighten that low light area in you home

10




Chili Cook -off

Quitman Civic Center, January 28

The WCMGs were well represented at the 2011 Chili ©&iadpon-
sored by the Quitman Pilot Clulbdany thanks to Marvin Marshall,
our chilichef for the second year, for creating a spicy stew that w4
praised by many of the tastesters. Also, for volunteers (from L to
in photo) Sandy Marshall, Linda Cowan, and Jerry Watts whapset
decorated, and staffed the booth during this very successful eve

Submitted by: Becky Watts

John Scheepet§itchen Garden Seeds
SeedStarting Timetables ~ submitted by Andrea Hawk

Here is the general seestarting schedule. It is based on the standard rule of thumb (for seeds that need
be started indoors) to start seeds eight weeks before the last expected spring frost date.

Eightweek General Seeétarting Timetable

Horticultural Zones 9 & 10Start seeds indoors now.
Horticultural Zone 8:Start seeds indoors in early February.
Horticultural Zone 7:Start seeds indoors in mid February.
Horticultural Zone 6: Start seeds indoors in late February.
Horticultural Zone 5: Start seeds indoors in early March.
Horticultural Zones 4: Start seeds indoors in mid to late March.

There are vegetables, herbs and flowers that require more or less time than the standard eight weeks.
are the seed starting schedules for them:

Vegetable/Herb Seedbtarting Timetable

Four WeeksMelons Bitter Melonand Cucuzzi Edible Gourds

Six WeeksAsparagusFenne] Onions Rhubarh Shallots Tomatillos Basiland St. John's Wort

Eight WeeksEggplantTomatoes Chiles Sweet Pepperhives Sage Steviaand Thyme

Nine WeeksBroccolj Cabbageand Kohlrabi(transplant out four weeks before the last frost date).
Ten WeeksCelery Celeria¢JicamaandLemongrass

Eleven Weekd:eeks Artichokesand Cauliflower(transplant out four weeks before the last frost date).
Twelve WeeksCardoonsaindBrussels Sprouts

Sixteen WeeksStrawberriegfor first year crop) anéRosemary

Flower SeeeStarting Timetable

Five WeeksAlyssum

Six WeeksCutting AgeratumChina AsterCelosiaCleome Coleus Nepeta CatmintEchinacepEuphorbia
ForgetMe-Nots, Dahlig Nicotiana ScabiosaSnapdragonand Thunbergia

Eight Weeks: | 60 € Q 4, BlackEgdd SusanMilkweed CoreopsisGaillardia Globe AmaranthHelichry-
sum, HibiscusHollyhock HeucheraNigellg Platycodon Staticeand Y arrow

Ten WeeksDianthus Digitalis Lobeliaand Heliotrope.

Twelve WeekdDaturg Salviaand Viola

THIS SHALL NEVER
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http://m1e.net/c?39098745-EVmat/KRBCubw@6134595-v62o63Zz.YXx.
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http://m1e.net/c?39098745-SmyteL2aEZb1k@6134604-psPa6Okn302Jg
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-cYyhjHPSN170Y@6134605-eRBLc/BeFHJRw
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-PK29rkEMKCkco@6134606-obAtRIKp7AKyA
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-pxfimrIoZGK8w@6134588-giwIegWcFnB26
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-hJ1IGT7wxlSwI@6134607-n1h25Nm2WuFMM
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-j9sHnTXzazuco@6134608-xvp1y1Cpi5zos
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-ppuSpk4f6Vaig@6134609-0wNBQAO1Vx3/6
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-wtrsiE93ePTYk@6134610-kM93kQEJGsTG2
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-NDSwVIrlLsedA@6134611-hpGlr5E7NG4wo
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-3caDcgEchokNU@6134612-E9JTXO4t1iofA
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-lEj0/0xUCHOJA@6134613-AWR7qKNTttvVU
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-k8X98eazbI0z.@6134614-VE7QYWtCl86/Q
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-.z156EC7Om8BU@6134615-vRp8qR1RIeFTA
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-u0y/FQ1UxyuBU@6134616-eohbS5PLiSUxY
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-B/5CDW5sDgJto@6134617-3sHEiDjFbDWRk
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-9HkQTPjQkrb.I@6134618-GQXE6wZbCgdao
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-Sg9zQY6uhaG22@6134619-bE0510NZ7vlXw
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-K6sWkuPY6krkU@6134620-KbhPelR.TYyIc
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-3uu1StUPayUp6@6134593-lqDS0K/Nm4NDQ
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-FsVvDyXhtbGRM@6134621-imOM4aS87p4/Y
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-C4aRGEMnuwohs@6134622-dQPnojYLsJFxI
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-FuIe1OPMfgyOQ@6134623-mj6LXas2rRujU
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-CD0YbYtibNjQs@6134624-BCXJWPECF8UGc
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-vI/nFP214hYFw@6134625-qSqEXzAinkTJk
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-dRIoe1foZiltU@6134626-cU5GR0inrpt4.
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-v/b0GoVBUOAmI@6134627-IwRFnXEHM9PRs
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-X.7GbZ0LbA5/2@6134628-Keh5KRzBeLYVs
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-bAFcOIBWGxmHo@6134629-RS7cpdHzyv0Dg
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-fjT9peRBMGZ9s@6134630-7zubK.Pc4rcY.
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-bUhyhjMhK.ekM@6134631-nwo2NRF7oRpNY
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-QcMz/wGrXPL/c@6134632-3T3Lj6swgug5U
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-kjzshtC6sjeN.@6134633-KLM4vaOL.MhOg
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-ooRQ9UgEvekm.@6134634-FdKmUBPhCb33Y
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-iDqwOQbF68EsE@6134635-bvvbDAMtHUE1o
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-hof0yH/aZ.N5A@6134636-IpUERAC7EvdU.
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-6up6alTFbENEA@6134637-Au0LC1kRLQPpU
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-EUc2WgchdnSeI@6134638-3IcMeQlQ.Zb7A
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-RN0VjlfJHxGIk@6134639-4/FmcgZqImAuc
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-XgXdAYlKUxNmA@6134640-scfjxCM6vi666
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-wTA47rovrnUd2@6134641-/SMFwAll90wTc
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-fDAaN7.Ds3Bl2@6134642-oD48T9M1YahUo
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-gR4CxO0hSmM6o@6134643-T2CZ0kHo04baE
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-v6Fb4DQ/Ek3/o@6134644-jp/oFmxzFYDYI
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-ogCIdfGEfm3.A@6134645-Gs1QafXeQ2ISs
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-NUKC6wWVtOc.w@6134646-h73taooS1bR5M
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-NUKC6wWVtOc.w@6134646-h73taooS1bR5M
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-geLNv12f.y476@6134647-q8jPJmRYSrNpo
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-aTFpttK/nP0WI@6134648-G5UomtEjq9SBo
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-ZXmlM0Dn4dq56@6134649-3T3Lj6swgug5U
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-TG6XcflrpE6sg@6134650-x08lYUrZh2iaI
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-CHoG7zg7olveE@6134651-vk94LyW1FSc6M
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-tNmKFh1MojwZc@6134652-Yms2RM8qCL34E
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-P7EYgg/BdkeTA@6134653-MP6gAHqiE75ng
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-GkuQbpYSypVqo@6134654-oD48T9M1YahUo
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-MVspMzWaRJxIY@6134655-5tzE31X789lCg
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-u8pAEdxQF/2DE@6134656-iRp7K4n2kKPGQ
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-FuIe1OPMfgyOQ@6134657-sVV9gcoRjBRuw
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-TmxJ1MK52JODc@6134658-9KR09xyjLawrs
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-9jNBfksJAR8JU@6134659-sDf1YCOZTubUY
http://m1e.net/c?39098745-2tPscPt2u8FIg@6134660-gcFN6JN2jmp7c

WCMG

The Library gardens are taking a winter vacation -.gi_ffw )

but Becky is not. Please note the following: 2

The Quitman Garden Club invites you to join them at their monthly meetliegtings are held
the second Tuesday of every month at 2 p.m. in the Quitman Library conferenceStmminy and
enjoy the company of a diverse group of gardeners!

ek kk kk ik kL k k%

The Great Backyard Bird Count is nearly heteis scheduled for 121 February.This is a
0ci tsiciemced project that has been very su
populations of birds across North Ameridatakes just fifteen minutes and has proven quite valu
able, from a scientific viewpoint.

ABegun in 1997, the Great B ascikngegprogramBa colldct C

and display realime data on bird sightings online. Today, the Great Backyard Bird Count is on

the most popular annual events among bird watchers, with nearly 100,000 checklists and morg

11 million birds reported from around the United States and Canada during tuajoperiod in

February. As the data pour in and display on maps, web visitors can explore results from their

town, state, or regi@ and compare patterns with those from past years. The Great Backyard E
Count i s a joint project of the Cornell L ¢

Please, go to the official websitdtp://www.birdsource.org/gbbdor more informatiori in-
cluding birding forms and data/maps on bird counts.

March 12ththe Wood County Master Gardeners will be holding their Spring Garden Confere
at the Mineola Civic CentefThe speakers are Judy Barrett, garden writer, speaking on heirloor
vegetables; and James Wilhite, owner of Wilhite LandscagRegistration starts at 8AM, the con-

ference will be from 8:30 to 11:30 followed by tours at the Wood County Master Gardener proj

at the Mineola Nature Preserve and the Gov. Hogg Park Botanical Gardens and Arboretum in
man. This event is free.

Also, Please note the informative article on Quikcrete and gardening on page 18, which
was submitted by Becky and Jerry Watts ~ ed

Special Request from Becky Watts:
Ifyouhaveanicemid AT S RIKf Al GKI G adz2NPAOPSR GKAa O2fR

sure like one for our garderColor makes no difference, just not the giant dirupéaite variety,
please. Thanks, Jerry & Becky Watts

COME TO PASS

12
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http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/
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g‘t’r | - Wildscape
&P RESEE Billie Wilder

We are so fortunate to have so many student volunteers this
year interested in recording their volunteer hours before

vice to full advantage. Photos attached show the end of the
work day at the Preserve reflecting the volunteers who were
involved in the shoveling, raking and spreading of the com-
post/mulch on our Wildflower area at the Preserve. We even
had Sadie the dog to share in the camaraderie. Some volun-
teers were cutting dead growth in the beds preparing the
beds for spring. Yes, even though it seems a remote possi-
bility, spring will be here before we are prepared, so we con-
tinue to have lots of work to be done. We will continue with
our Friday workday, as long as the weather permits.

The next Friday work day found the volunteers planting native wildflower seeds in the prepared beds. Cer-
tainly the recent rain/snow should help prepare those seeds to become beautiful flowers for our enjoyment,
and food for the butterflies and birds, including hummingbirds.

3 Our projects for the year 2011 includes rainwater harvesting onsite
or water use, and for educational purposes during the year. We
also will have the edible garden and other features for educational
purposes during the year. More volunteers' hours will be needed to
continue our projects, and maintain the prospering beds at the Pre-
serve. We look forward to our year, and hope that we have many
elpers involved with us to enjoy the beauty at the Preserve. We
invite everyone out to enjoy the changes of the seasons, which are
A 8 reflected in our section of the Preserve, as well as the main Preserve
B ' where there are ponds, walkways and observation areas to view the
y ) — wildlife. What a wonderful place to have so near to all of us for our
The Nature Preserve brings in the big dog. .
enjoyment 7 days a week, so please come out and take advantage
of the area.

The Preserve group will have tours for anyone interested after the Spring Conference on March 12th, so
please mark your calendars for the event.

Joan Morgan
Wood County Master Gardener

Raindrops Learn to Classify Plants

This is the Spring semester JMG group in Yantis. They were
learning how plants are classified.

Submitted by: Linda Avant

You are invited to view linavant's photo album:
Yantis JMG Spring 2011

01/31/2011

A BACKSEAT DRIVER



http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=lissie65&target=ALBUM&id=5568723479313403521&authkey=Gv1sRgCPX1q4T15_vP5QE&invite=COiInNoC&feat=email

Friends of the Arboretum
By Pam Riley

| You can add to your calendaEvery Wednesday

,i’;fif"nﬂ at the Arbor_etum from_9 untdveryone is ready to

e |eave, we will be working on the beds and getting

ready to build new ones. Anyone who has a good

idea or would like to take over the building of a
specialty bed, please bring us your idea.

...
I

April 9 is the Plant Sale to benefit the ArboretuAil volunteers are welcome and we have some
good prices on the plants to start your spring and summer gardens.

April 26 will be the 2011 Master Gardener Class Graduation....fun and {dade to be an-
nounced at a later date.)

May 14 will be the Quitman Quilt and Art Festival sponsored by the Arboreflinis eventrings
lots of people to the area to see our beautiful gardeesiember, volunteers are always needed
and very much appreciated. N 7o 3 ’

Winter at the Arboretum.....it's pretty, but it sure i 2
boringso looking forward to spring, flowers, sun- §
shine and warm days. >

&

The Master Gardeners wleatered the Pilot Club Chili Con-
test as Friends of the Arboretum had a bl&ge won 2nd

and Best Theme Award and some people actually liked our
Chilil!!

Lots of volunteers from the 2011 Master Gardener clasg
have been giving a helping hand at the Arboretldan
Gallier headed up a cleanup project to remove the old r
ted fence from the back of the Stinson House as well ¥
aspreparing to build some beautiful gardens and beds t }
set off the Stinson House and the Arboretufweryone is
looking forward to Spring and warmer weather——*>

OUT OF GAS
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Special Education Greenhouse Project

Special Ed Greenhouse:

The spring planting of begonia plugs took place

Wednesday, February 16th at the Special Ed C

house.There were plenty of trainee volunteers i

lous to help.The plugs came from Bruce Miller

Nursery near Emory and will be grown for abou iy

weeks before having a plant s@ile off season hiw

created a few problems with the greenhouse its

that will require repairs within the next few wee

The interior door does not close properly and s # a2l
of the tiedowns for the shade cloth have failed. £ 8

Submitted by: Jim Willis The picture i from the 2010 spring planting.

Book Review:

Southwesby Jill Nokes. Check it out!!

AThis attracti ve,-matdrisaguide will filt HOW T0 CROW

a large gap in western horticultural literature and should serve ¢ > CP/ Sy
model for other regional guides-Horticulture Since its first puk JN\atirve ants
lication in 1986, How to Grow Native Plants of Texas and the OF TEXAS AND THE SOUTHWEST
Southwest has set the standard for both home and professior RYIORI ARG DRDATES ROLTION.
gardeners. Written when the native plant movement was just

ting started, it helped convert a generation of gardeners to the

practical and aesthetic values of using drotiglgrant plants in

southwestern landscapes. In this new edition, Jill Nokes has ¢

sively rewritten every section to include the latest information

the production, cultivation, and landscape use of native plants

has added over 75 new species and updated the propagation

care information for the original 350 species of trees, shrubs,

woody vines. In addition to the individual plant descriptions, s

also devotes whole chapters to gathering and storing seeds, !

germination, planting, vege

Submitted by Jim Willis

BOOK REVIEW: Enjoy the book reviews? Write your own and send it in. Please e
the editor at: [terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net]

A review of one of the books in our WCMG librariiow to Grow Native Plants of Texas and th¢
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AgriLIFE EXTENSION

fexas At System

frmproving Lives, Improving Texas,

WOOD COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
SPRING CONFERENCE - 2011

ALegacy GafrrdoenmitHiegi rl ooms t o

Featuring Speakers:
Judy Barrett, Authorof Tomati |l |l os: A Gardener6s
James Wilhite, Owner of Wilhite Landscaping in Tyler, TX

Saturday, March 12, 2011

Mineola Civic Center, 1150 Newsom, Mineola, TX

Registration: 8:00 to 8:30 a.m.
Conference: 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Door Prizes and Raffle

Exhibits
Garden Art, Plants, Bulbs, Jewelry and more!

Tours
Mineola Nature Preserve
Gov. Hogg Park Botanical Gardens and Arboretum, Quitman, TX

For additional information:

Call 903-473-8703; cjswen@verizon.net
Click on www.mastergardenersofwoodcounty.org

EVERYONE WELCOME

Dr

€
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SPRING CONFERENCE

There really is a SUN out there. So now is the time to get out and start work-
ing on those gardens you have been dreaming about and planning thru the
cold and snow of the past few weeks. Come join us at the Spring Conference
on March 12 at the Mineola Civic Center from 8:00 to 12:00.

Our speakers will be Judy Barrett telling us about Heirloom Vegetables and

WEYSa 2AtKAGS 2F 2AtKAGS [FyRaol Lgm(zg{'ycg; '.Q&a
aSiK2Ré>X GKS NRIAIKG gFe& YR GKS gNRY L
Myths and Legends.

Finger foods will be prepared by Wood County Master Gardeners and you
know that will be good. We have 3 fabulous raffle items to give away and door
prizes from our local supporters. Pictured at right.

2nd Prize Benches Lumber

This year we have some new vendors at our Conference. Dragon Fly Stu@‘i’@' @ide Lumber Co.
Mineola (yard art), FNC Ponds Stone & Grass of Tyler, TRM Enterprises
[ FYyRAOILIS LXIybtaovzr 9ffSy !GlAya

afted by: Dean Rogers

Speer and Quitman Garden Club.

So come join us and learn something new and support our vendors. Spring is just il

around the corner and will be here before you know it. 3rd Prize Turquoise
Jewelry by: Peggy

Judy Barrett Rogers

Judy Barrett was the founding editor and publisher of HOME-
GROWN: Good Sense Organic Living for Texas, which was pu
lished for 12 years. She was previously the editor @he New
Garden Journaand one of the hosts of the public television se-
ries, The New GardenA longtime organic gardener, Judy
writes for various regional and national gardening publications.
She is also the author of several gardening books including-
PDWLOORV $ *DUGHQHU:-V '"UHDP $ &€&
come An Organic Gardener in 7 Easy Stepder book: What
Judy Barrett Can | Do With My Herbs was published by Texas A&M Press ir

Spring Conference Speaker WKH VSULQJ RI +HU QHZHVW ERR
Heirloom Plants? Was published by Texas A&M Press in Octo-
ber, 2010.

She is now an occasional columnist on gardening fadible Austin, ACRES U.S.A. and the Harri
20G )DUPHU:V $OPDQDF

Judy speaks to groups about gardening across the South and Southwest regions, including ga
den clubs, events and nurseries, herb societies, Master Gardener and Expert Gardener trainin

She holds BA and MA degrees in English from the University of Texas at Austin and has edite
books on a variety of topics, including gardening, business, medicine and others.
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