
  

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message  

"God gave us our memories so that  we might have roses in 
December."  
~ J. M. Barrie  

 
 
When writing the last issue of 2010 it is difficult to choose a beginning point.  How do you 
cover an entire year of master gardener success in one tiny article?  So many projects and so 
many members.  Each one of you is an amazing asset to our association and brings your 
own individual talents.  That is what makes WCMG such a colossal success and so well 
known among our peer associations.  I offer sincere appreciation to every member and a 
special thank  you to Clint Perkins, our grand leader and advisor. 
 
 
We can all take pride in the WCMG contributions to our community in 2010 and look 
forward with excitement and enthusiasm that 2011 will be even more successful.  On 
December 10, letôs have a massive attendance for the interpretation presentation at the 
Commissionerôs Court in the Wood County Court House.  Be sure to submit all of your 
volunteer hours to Ellen Atkins by December 6.  Wouldnôt Clint be so proud if we topped the 
2009 mock check amount? 
 

                                              
 
 

Along with your own busy holiday calendar we have many dates to pencil in and remember.  
Watch for any emails and updates on the website. 

 
The Nominating Committee had a very important task and ran with it diligently.  Thank you 
very much to Nancy Weaver, Sally Houk, Andrea Hawk and Ruth Allen.  In October they 
presented the slate of nominations for 2011 officers as follows: 

 
President ï Connie Amsden Vice President ï Jim Willis          
Secretary ï Shirley Boles Treasurer ï Karen Anderson 

 
Please plan to attend the November meeting to cast your vote. 

 

 
Presidents message continued next page  
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Presidents Message continued . . .  

 

A good time to reminisce and reflect with your WCMG family will be in December at the Christmas Social and 
meeting.  No volunteer hours required that day but do share your humorous memories and mishaps. 
 
 

    Hope to see you at our Fall Social Nov 6 and  

     Christmas Social Dec 16.  
 

Tips for the seasonéChallenge yourself to see how many Texas grown vegetables, fruits and nuts that you can 
serve at family meals. Use leaves, berries, stems and other outdoor items to decorate and bring out the beauty 
of nature inside.  Remember to provide a feast for the birds that share your landscape.  
 

The best of all gifts around any Christmas tree:   the presence of a 

happy family all wrapped up in each other.   ~Burton Hillis  

The upcoming holidays tend to give us the sentiment to be thankful and appreciate our family and friends.  I 
value each and every one of you and look forward to many future opportunities with you.  It is a privilege and 
honor to be associated with such an outstanding group.  
 
Wishing You and Yours Happy Holidays, 
Connie Amsden 
President 
 

 

May your garden always flourishé.And your weeds wither.  
Happy Gardening, Connie Amsden, President 

A Correction from: Chris Oefinger, Treasurer, Texas Master Gardener Association. 
 

Fellow Master Gardeners, 

 

   I appreciated being able to address Master Gardeners in Wood County and give you some insights 

into the statewide organization.  I especially appreciate the turnout.  At the end of my presentation I 

mentioned, in an offhand fashion, information delivered to me in a similar fashion about pending 

federal and state legislation regulating and perhaps prohibiting home gardening.  This seemed plau-

sible in an environment where a Georgia gardener had recently been fined $5,000 for ñgrowing too 

many vegetables.ò  However, research at both state and federal congressional levels shows no such legislation cur-

rently pending.  But the situation in Georgia remains unchanged.  Mr. Miller, the Georgia farmer in question, has 

been successful in getting zoning in his neighborhood changed to allow for the growing of vegetables on his two acre 

plot but is still facing $5,000 in fines for ñpast violations.ò  Though, perhaps not an imminent threat, I think it is a 

situation which warrants our concern.  -  Chris Oefinger 
 

   Those in attendance will remember, Chris Oefinger addressed the Master Gardener class in 
September.  At that time he gave us great insights into the inner -workings of the state -wide Mas-
ter Gardener Association.  Chris is the Treasurer for the state organization and the Assistant 

Professor of Sustainable Agriculture at Northeast Texas Community College in Mount Pleasant.  
NTCC has a program on small farms which would be useful to those of us with acreage.  For de-

tails and scheduling contact Chris Oefinger at  coefinger@ntcc.edu   The story of Georgiaõs small 
farmer, Steve Miller is interesting and you may wish to read the entire story.  Check out the web-
site for òFood Freedomó - ed. 

Chris Oefinger  

Why do potatoes make good detectives?  
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Members Spotlight ð November/December  2010  

Gail Newman  

 

Name:      Gail Newman  

 

Location:      Winnsboro, TX  

 

Family:      I'm married to my high school sweetheart, 

Butch.   We have two wonderful boys that we are very 

proud of.    The oldest, Robert, is career Air Force.   He is 

in Iraq right now & his wife, Kyonghui, is in Korea with 

her family until he returns to his base in Okinawa.   Our 

youngest son, Mike, is an accountant in Houston.    

He & his wife, Jessa, produced the most perfect grandson, Brady.   He's just beginning the "terrible 

two's" and we're enjoying every moment of his adventures.   Brings back so many memories of our 

boys when they were that age.   Needless to say, we try to spend as much time as we can with them.    

 

Background:      I was born & raised in Memphis, TN.   Butch was born in Florida & raised in Georgia 

until high school.   They moved to Memphis & the rest is history.   Butch was an aircraft mechanic 

with Fed Ex & I worked at a middle school just north of San Antonio when he decided to retire.   His 

dream had always been to travel in our RV.   We had sold our home 6 years before retiring to see if 

we could live in the RV.   Well, we hit the road & lived on the road for 4 years.   Our son, Mike, married 

a Sulphur Springs girl & when we came for the wedding we liked the area.   I also thought since they 

usually go to the girl's parents most, we'd be close enough to see them also.   Well, turned out we 

have become very close with her parents and we all really enjoy getting together.    

 

When & Why Decided To Join The Master Gardeners:       I have wanted to be a Master Gardener for 

years.   I heard about the program about 15 years ago in San Antonio.   I called to try & get in a class, 

but they didn't have any night or summer classes available.   I had to wait ótil I wasn't working.  When 

we bought our land here and started settling down, Butch said it was time for me to "put up or shut 

up."   That's when I called Clint.   I was so excited that my dream was coming true.   I have met and 

worked with some of the most amazing people here in our Wood County Master Gardeners.    

 

Childhood Plant Experiences With Gardens:      My parents always had a large garden & we put up for 

the winter.   I wasn't really excited about gardening at that time.   Much rather be on my horse then.    

 

Garden Mentors:      I really didn't have any mentors to speak of.   We planted gardens for several 

years when we lived in Memphis & the kids were young.   Then we moved to San Antonio & a very 

small lot.   When we moved to Grapevine I started getting interested in flower beds & some herbs.   In 

Phoenix it was just too hot & then when we moved back to San Antonio area (Bulverde) and had an 

acre I started back again.   I really enjoyed having herbs.   I listened to all the gardening shows.  

Current Garden Interest/Goals:      Making my nearly 5 acres my garden oasis.   I want to set my beds 

up to be as self sufficient as possible.   I am a lazy gardener.   I love to garden, but not constantly.   I 

am interested in roses now that I know about earth kind and I still love my herbs.  
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Because they keep their eyes peeled.  



 
Gail Newman Continued . . .  

 

Favorite Garden/Arboretum/Location:      My favorite is wherever I am at the time.   I love to look at all 

kinds of gardens.  

Favorite Plants/Shrubs/Trees:      I love basil.   All kinds of basil.   I also love roses & butterfly bushes.  

 

Least Favorite Plants/Shrubs/Trees:      Greenbrier!   We had this weed coming over our back fence 

from a neighbor.   It made a thick matted mess that came over the fence & we couldn't get within 5 to 

8 feet of the fence to mow.   It got so thick on some of the limbs that they broke.   We have sprayed & 

pulled for 2 years & it's still overtaking us.   The neighbors finally started using heavy equipment to 

clear the fence.   Thank Goodness!!!   Also hate poison ivy.  

 

Favorite Beneficial Critters:      Love bees & butterflies.   Even love the ladybugs, although when they 

are invading the house they can be pests.  

 

Other:       I am really enjoying getting to know all the wonderful garden -loving group we have here.  

My husband is even teaching me about the tractor.   Wow!   Old ladies rock!   I have also really enjoyed 

being involved with the Jr. Master Gardeners.   I love working with kids.   Now, I'm embarking on a 

new love.   I'll be in charge of the New Master Gardeners Classes.   I have gone to most of the classes 

every year since I finished mine.   I love hearing the speakers.   Linda Timmons wants to concentrate 

on several other projects.   She has done such a wonderful job setting up this program.   Thank good-

ness she will be available to give advice.    

 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

Editorõs note: Gail submitted her Members Spotlight in August for the September/

October edition of òWood Works.ó  When I saw the picture of Gail being devoured by 

this bear of a coat while outside temperatures were approaching the melting point of 

wood, I decided to hold her submission for a more appropriate season.  As fall has ar-

rived with itõs cool mornings and pleasant afternoons, you can see where she is going 

with that coat.  By Christmas she will be seen as a genius.  Thank you, Gail and by 

the way, nice ride.  

This Just In . . .  

 
From:  Peggy Rogers  
 

    Attention all Project Leaders, time to start thinking about your project budget for next year!  

Budget deadline is November 29.                 

Thanks.   

 

Peggy Rogers [mailto:peggyrogersc21@gmail.com]  

 

214.794.2853   903-873-2141  
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Clint Perkinsô Gardening Corner     
Wood County Extension Office   
618 S. Main.   Quitman, Texas 75783  
Tel 903-763-2924    Fax   903-763-2092      
email  wood -tx@tamu.edu            

       ~  Fall  for  Spring  Bulbs  ~ 

 

The fall of the year is spring bulb planting time.  These beautiful spring-

time plants are pretty regardless of how they are located in the land-

scape.  Yet, with little imagination, careful selection and placement, 

they may become all the more attractive.  

The wise gardener will draw a plan on paper of the bulb arrangement, 

or at least plan mentally of what they expect to see come spring.  With 

the wide selection and color of spring bulbs, one must consider the 

color of bloom, time of bloom, and size of the plants.  

Choose a number of different varieties of spring bulbs this fall which bloom 

at various times to achieve a long, extended period of bloom.  By planting dif-

ferent varieties of the same type bulb, such as tulips or daffodils, one may 

have flowers from February through April.  

A mass planting of one particular bulb or color of bloom in one location 

produces a more desirable effect or display than does a mixture of many col-

ors in a single location.  There is nothing more striking than a large sweep of red 

tulips or a large drift of golden daffodils across a spring lawn.  

The greater the number of bulbs and the more massive the planting, the 

more impressive is the display.  A colourful bulb stands out more vividly 

when displayed with a contrasting background.  For example, daffodils 

in a groundcover bed of ivy or yellow tulips against a clipped evergreen 

hedge, or red tulips standing tall over a blan-

ket of yellow pansies.  

All good things must come to an end.  There-

fore, plan ahead for a quick substitute for the 

spring bulbs once they have faded by interplanting spring and early 

summer annuals and perennials.   

Some bulbs should be left undisturbed once they flower in the spring 

to multiply and return during the following spring.  Be sure to locate per-

manent bulbs in permanent areas where they will not be disturbed.  
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 Tulips should be planted in December and early 

January with all other bulbs calling for an October and No-

vember planting.  Select bulbs now to obtain a desired vari-

ety.  Always select the bulbs that you want in your land-

scape with a plan in mind.  

 

 
Clint Perkins 

 

Extension programs serve people of all  ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or na-
tional origin.   The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of 
Texas Cooperating. 

Wood County Ag Tour : 
 

   Lunch at the Mineola Nature Preserve, home of the Wildscape, was great and fully 

justified the price of the Ag Tour.  You canõt beat East Texas Bar-B-Que.  The Wild-

scapers did a wonderful job on the lunch and also provided tours of the Wildscape.   
 

   The tour was educational as well.  I learned that hay production and commercializa-

tion is too loud and too dirty for me.  Best left to the pros.  Mechanization of the process 

was, however, fascinating.  
 

   On the other hand, it was hard not to be charmed by the well socialized goats.  Not a 

fan of goat cheese, I felt particularly brave sampling the goat milk which was amazingly 

good.  Goats take up a lot less room than a cow but they might eat the shingles off the 

house.  Fortunately, they seem to have a healthy respect for electric fencing. ñ ed. 

Editorõs Note: 
 

My sincerest apologies .  When I decided to make òWood Worksó more colorful I had no idea 

readers also printed out our humble newsletter.  Reports have it that I have emptied ink car-

tridges all over the county.  On a positive note, my HP stock is up and rumors are that they will 

be sending me a Christmas card this year.  I am properly admonished and promise to be better 

in the future.  If as many as ten of you will e -mail me, requesting a black and white version, I will 

put a text only b/w version at the end for printing.  Again, I apologize.  
 

Whatõs New 

A Serenity Corner , thatõs what, and by none other than our own Eileen Bartlett.  It is my 

hope that by offering one or two pages of additional thoughtful content I might be able to redeem 

myself as an editor.  Eileen was our editor when òWood Worksó was award worthy. 
 

A calendar   -  I am told this is not a new idea, but one can not help but see its usefulness.  

The printable (black and white) calendar appears at the end of òWood Worksó with many events 

already filled in.  
 

Page Numbers   -  Upper right.  Also useful.  Check it out.  
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      THE ONE WHO DRIVES      



 
Out & About - November and December 2010  

by Linda Timmons      

 

Through November 14th ð Autumn at the Dallas Arboretum fea-

tures òThe Great Pumpkin Festival.ó  The garden is decorated with 

fall blooming flowers and over 40,000 pumpkins and has a hay 

bale maze for the kids and young at heart. 

 

November 2nd - "Shrubs That Add Winter Interest." This will be the 

last 1st Tuesday in the IDEA Garden for 2010. Noon to 1:00 p.m. 

in the IDEA Garden at the southeast corner of the Tyler Rose Gar-

den. 

 

November 6th - Iron Horse Fall Fest in downtown 

Mineola. Includes a car show, arts & crafts, food vendors and live 

entertainment.  

 

November 13th - Winnsboro òChristmas in the Park Bazaaró held 

in the city auditorium from 9 AM-3:30PM. 

   

November 13th - Edgewood Heritage Festival (106 North Main) features tours of historic buildings, CASI 

chili cook-off, classic car show, quilt show, vintage train exhibit, country food and country music. 

 

Adult Education at the Dallas Arboretum-Class sizes are limited, so advance registration is required. 

Reservations can be made online or by calling 214-515-6540.  Class fees include admission to the gar-

dens and parking. 

 

November 6th 9AM-11AM  òHere Birdie, Birdie:  Attracting Birds to Your Yard.ó  Join Steve Huddleston, 

Senior Horticulturist at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden, as he shows you how to attract these lovely 

guests into your garden. Find out which plants attract the most birds to the garden, how to provide food 

and shelter, what types of birds you can expect to see and much more. 

 

November 6  Noon-2PM  òExpanding your Perennial Palette.ó  Join Alan Franz, author of Perennial Gar-

dening in Texas and Landscape Architect, as he shares his passion for this great group of plants and 

introduces you to some perennials that you may not normally think of for your garden. He will help you 

expand your plant palette beyond daylilies and cone flowers and explore the more unusual and experi-

mental perennials that can ð and should - be grown in your Texas garden. 

 
Nothing planned for December  - have a Merry Christmas and a happy  holiday season. 
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    WHEN HEôS BEEN DRINKING      



 
  
Humorous Mishapsééééééé..éééééééééby Lynn AronSpeer  

 

~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~`~ 
 

~ THE WISDOM OF WEEDS~ 
 

Story by Karen Anderson; Commentary and Light Editing by Lynn AronSpeer 
 

As I was working in my garden the other day trimming dead brush, cleaning up, and pulling weeds, 
I got to thinking about what purpose weeds have in our yards and gardens.  I came to the conclu-
sion they are good therapy for our mind, body and soul. 

 
There have been times when I have been so angry about some-
thing, (especially when I was still working,) and as I pulled weeds 
I would have a running argument in my mind.  This would keep 
me from saying something that would hurt the person with whom 
I was mentally arguing so that I would not regret it later.  As I 
would go through this process I would feel my body starting to 
relax and my mind winding down.  Initially Iôm sure those little 
weeds were thinking, ñLook out!  Sheôs in a bad mood because 
sheôs jerking us out of the ground by the tops of our heads!  
When sheôs in a reflective mood, sheôs gentler.ò 
 
Most of the time when I am weeding I let my mind roam and re-
member the good things that have happened over my lifetime:  
fun with my brother and sister, the beautiful clothes my mother 
sewed for our family and others, my fatherôs humor and helping 
hand and even wondering what has become of old childhood 
friends.  During one of these weeding sessions, I decided I 
wanted to locate some of these lost connections so, at Christ-
mas; I looked up some old addresses and sent Christmas cards 
and letters.  Surprisingly, I heard back from my old square dance 

partner now living in Alaska and a couple I went to school with now in Nebraska. 
 
I tried something like this and as a consequence 
of reaching out to folks from my past, received 
numerous HS graduation invitations for their chil-
dren and information that a few old acquaintances 
had taken an odd turned é 
 
Weeding is not such a bad chore but rather a time 
to let your mind rest or wander and reminisce.  
When we stop to think about it, weeds are a very 
important part of gardening.  They furnish the nu-
trients our plants need when we add them to the 
compost pile to build good soil for our vegetables 
that nourish our bodies and the beautiful flowers 
that are pleasing to our sight and smell.  They 
also furnish food for the wild birds and animals 
and will be here long after we are gone. 

    Weeds 

Fixinõ to be more weeds 
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       DEPENDS ON YOU          



 

Cômon!  Iôm all out of stuff.  Get out there and do something interesting. 
Email me.  And hurry!  I need your input.  Thanks in advance.  
Lynn AronSpeer at lynnaronspeer@msn.com    

 
I seem to be feeding plus or minus forty thousand gophers and 
moles from our yard and compost pile but I am terribly fond of 
our resident armadillo which leapt three feet straight up in the 
air when I crept up on it one night and greeted it softly. 
 
I know weeds are an irritation to us gardeners but they are an 
important part of the cycle.  So, next time you haul those 
weeds to the compost bin, remember how important they are to 
us humans and the earth.  And, as my husband says, ñA weed 
is just a flower out of place.ò 
 

Karen, to follow your husbandôs reasoning, our yard should 
qualify to be on the list of Texasô Fabulous Yards to Visit.  I am 
not much of an outdoors gal.  I keep thinking it is mind over matter but once Iôve donned the hat, 
gloves and suntan lotion, Iôm already hot and sticky.  The sun just hastens my wilting process. 
 
Until my final wilting, (becoming beet-red and feeling faint,) Iôm usually busy making decisions 
about what is a weed and what isnôt.  Needless to say, my accomplishments are pretty negligible.  
Because of this, Iôm enormously impressed by you who actually do the pulling and make those dif-
ficult decisions. 
  
This certainly includes my darling husband, whoôs a scoot-around-gardener and has plans to pub-
lish a book entitled, Posterior Gardening.  When I asked him if he meditates while weeding, he 
commented, ñItôs hard to meditate with fire ants in your underwear!ò 

Editors favoriteñthe solar powered 

weed eater.  Works in the dark too! 

BIG DEAL! 
 

Well it is a big deal. 
 

     This just in from Billie Wilder and the Wildscape project: 
 

Ƨ)ÔʎÓ Á ÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á 4ÅØÁÓ 7ÉÌÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 4ÅØÁÓ 0ÁÒËÓ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ $ÅƜ
partment.  To qualify, we had to have primarily native plants, use natural organic 
methods of weed and pest control, provide food, water and shelter for birds and 
animals for safety and to raise their young.  All the food comes from nectar and 
seeds from the native plants.  
 

Thanks again,  
Billie  
 

   See page 15 For an update on Wildscape activities. -  ed 
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      TO DO HIS THINKING   

Editors Note: 

   I have heard from Fran McKinney who is just now back in Quitman.  She reports that  the Greenhouse Project 

will be back reporting regularly starting January.  Pansies have been planted and they anticipate a plant sale 

sometime in November.  Check the MG web site or your own e-mail for details.   



 
 

~~~ Recipe Section ~~~ 
 

Submitted by: Ann Norris 

 
Sugar Coated Pecans 
 
Pecan Halves (about 3 cups) 
1 can evaporated milk 
2/3 cup brown sugar 
1 teas. Vanilla 
dash salt 
 
Coating: 
1 cup white sugar 
2 teas. Cinnamon 
 
 
Mix milk , brown sugar, vanilla and salt.  Dip pecans in liquid mix and place on 
cookie sheet or glass baking pan (9 x 13) that has been sprayed with cooking oil. 
 
Place in preheated oven 350 deg. and bake 10 min.   Turn pecans and bake another 
5 min. or till pecans have a ñgummyò texture.    
 
Remove from oven and place in plastic gallon bag with white sugar and cinnamon.  
Shake till well coated.  Cool on foil and store in plastic storage container.  Keeps well 
for a long time .....if you donôt eat them too fast. 

   terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net 

HEADLINE:   Editor Confesses  

 

From the day I entered preschool until the university I was attending left town in 

the dead of night leaving no forwarding address, there was not a single teacher or 

professor of English who would have left me unsupervised with paper and a writing 

instrument.  In truth, I do creative content and appearance editing.  True editing, 

the wrangling of the errant comma, disciplining the creatively spelled word and 

heavy lifting like participle placement and verb tensing has been left to my better 

angels, Eileen Bartlett at first and now my honey, Lynn AronSpeer.  If it is at all 

readable this is where the credit lies.  And if òWood Worksó gets a bit silly in spots, 

just assume I slipped something past the real editor.  Lynn shares a credit on the 

front page, but in reality does all the hard work. ñ ed. 
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         Burma Shave  

mailto:terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net


 

Subject:  Butternut Squash soup 

 
2 tbsp unsalted butter  

1 yellow onion chopped 

1 stalk celery chopped  

1 carrot peeled, chopped  

1 leek white part only chopped rinsed well  

1 large butternut squash (about 2 -1/2 lbs)  

2 Bartlett pears peeled chopped  

6 cups vegetable stock or water  

2 bay leaves 

1/2 tsp nutmeg  

1 tsp salt  

1/4 tsp pepper  

  

Roast the squash for about an hour and one half, scoop the good stuff out with a 

spoon and set aside.  Melt butter in large saucepan over medium heat.   Add onion, 

celery, carrot and leek.   Cook stirring 10 minutes until vegetables soften and 

start to brown.   Add squash, pear, stock, bay leaves, nutmeg, salt and pepper, 

Raise heat to high, bring to a boil.   Reduce heat to medium.  Simmer 20 to 30 

minutes or until veggies are very soft.   Discard Bay Leaf.  

  

Using an immersion blender etc. puree until smooth.  

  

Pour soup into bowls, If desired drizzle with oil or sprinkle with pine nuts or 

cheese. 

  

Makes about 10 cups (5 to 7 servings)  
 
Brenda also confesses to substituting baby carrots and chicken broth with no ill ef-
fects. 

~~~ Recipe Section ~~~ 

Submitted by: Brenda Ballenger 

Texas Master Gardeners Association  
Bulletin Board - Jim Willis 

There will be no speakers for either the November or December meeting 
 

November  -  Business meeting  -  Election of Officers for 2011 

 

December  -  Christmas social 
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November 2010 Plant of the Month: Living Christmas                                                                                                        

Trees 

 By: Sylvia Johnson, MSG                          

 

Here we are again beginning the Christmas Season.  Before you get too 

wrapped up in the frenzy let us take a few minutes to plan what to do with 

our post holiday season leftover trees.  Yes, I know we all think of the fresh 

cut Christmas tree each year in context of gaily wrapped presents and 

twinkling lights.  However, this year stop and think about the dried up, 

needle falling off, fire hazardous, dead thing that you have to find a way to 

get rid of at the end of the season.   

 

The best way to pay homage to the true Christmas spirit is to grow your own 

tree. The Texas Christmas Tree Growers Association suggests the Virginia 

Pine and the Leyland Cypress for the acidic soil of East Texas.  According to 

their website it will take 5-6 years to grow a 6 foot tree. What canôt wait five 

years to have a tree?  Buy a living potted tree and you can have a beautiful 

indoor tree this year and at the end of the season you can transplant it into 

your yard.  Almost everyone who is a home owner has room for a self grown 

tree that can be decorated outside thus sharing the season with your 

neighbors, wild animals and birds.  However, if you do not have enough 

room many towns, churches, gardening associations, and schools accept 

living tree donations to improve and supplement their landscapes.  You 

should arrange with the receiving organization before you purchase your tree 

in order to make sure that the correct planting site is available and pre-

prepared.  For instance, dig the hole before the ground freezes, have mulch 

available, etc.  Also, discuss the type and size of the tree you wish to donate 

and who will do the planting.  Follow planting directions received from the 

retailer or ask your local gardening association for planting instructions.  

The hole size, mulching, trimming and watering needs will depend on the 

species of tree you buy. Planting your own living tree or donating a tree 

makes a great family tradition. 
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The Gardens at the Quitman Library 

 

What lovely weather to spend time in the garden.  In the Quitman 
Library garden, that is.  This well established garden is considered 
a community demonstration garden.  And, in that light, periodic 
changes are appropriate.  Change keeps the garden fresh, inspir-
ing, and interesting to the public.   
 
This summer, a few new (non-native) plants were added and are at 
their peak, now.  The purple castor bean makes a dramatic backdrop to the native plantings.  Another 
handsome and  tough plant that worked out well in the garden was ornamental sweet potato vine 
(Ipomoea batatas Blackie), a common annual used frequently in landscapes.  The well established blue mist 
flower (Calyptocarpus vialis), a native ageratum, is in prime bloom now and along with the sweet potato 
vine, softens the landscape timber edging in the west bed.  The native horse herb or straggler daisy 
(Calyptocarpus vialis) adds green lushness and is both shade and foot-traffic tolerant.   
 
On your way through town, stop by and take a peek, because change is in the air.  We plan spending sev-
eral hours, on one or two days in the first part of November, making a few changes and could use some 
help.  As a side-note, for those that volunteer, there may be a few starts and seeds for your effort.  If you 
are interested, please contact Becky or Jerry Watts at 903-967-2270.  

 

Contributed by Becky Watts, Quitman Library Gardens POC, WCMG 

 Becky and Jerry Watts.  

 

 

                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

?   ?    ? Mystery Plant ?     ?  ? 

 
 
 
 
 
Last issues mystery plant (pictured at 

right) remains unidentified.  With all the 
expertise and diverse backgrounds here in 
Wood County I must believe someone can 
identify this alien specie.  We would love to 
hear from you.  Please contact Becky or 
Jerry Watts at 903 -967 -2270.  

 

Do you have a mystery plant of your own?   Submit picture(s) and a brief description to 

terrellaronspeer@peoplescom.net.  We have great resources here in Wood County.  
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 Knowledge is knowing that  a tomato is a fruit  
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- Wildscape 
   Billie Wilder  

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 
  

     
 

 

The Wildscape provided the picnic lunch area for the Ag tour and Wildscapers were on hand to give guided tours, as 

well as serve lunch.  It was a great day and about 165 people attended.  

   "cones and hats"  sunflowers and lantana 

    Ag tour servers and guides       Peggy, Clint and "tourists" 

Now is a great time for collecting seeds from the plants that 

are drying, as the blooms are about gone.  To the right are a 

few that are long lasting: 

The Nature Preserve is a great place for fall colors, a  place to get out, meditate, and enjoy nature.  

Plans are underway for spring planting, management of the wildflower meadow, and weed control.  As always, workdays 

are on Fridays, presently starting at 8:30.  The time will probably move to a little later as the days grow short and colder. 

Bricks have been placed at the outer edge of the 
bench area recognizing the contributions of: Janet 
Starr, Billie Wilder, Eileen Bartlett and Bart Bart-
lett.  The brick for Liz Soutendijk is delayed.  Edi-
tor suspects spelling issues . 
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 Wisdom is not putting a tomato in a fruit salad  



 

 

   Friends of the Arboretum  
                                     By Pam Riley  

 
With beautiful crisp fall days come the promise of 

a new garden area in the spring.  As Linda Avant 

would say, "We are finally getting to the bones of 

the Arboretum"  We have it cleaned and ready for 

what ever we want, with dirt-work and new water 

lines in place. 

  

The Master Gardeners will host their get together at the Stinson House on November 16 and the 

Arboretum will host an open Christmas House on December 9. 

  

The picture at right is Scarecrow Tin 

Man that Ann Norris made for the Scare-

crow Contest at the Arboretum.  Pretty 

cool huh? 

Pam  
 
That is the multi -talented Ann Norris 

standing next to her anatomically am-

biguous scarecrow.  See Annõs Sugar 
Coated Pecans in the recipe section.  

Ann claims they last a long time if eaten 

slowly.  Iõve tasted them and I believe 

this is an untried theory - ed. 

Junior Master Gardener 
 

Wood County is "growing good kids" with two Junior Mas-
ter Gardener groups. The Quitman Elementary Level I 
group, named Broccoli Blasters meets once a month after 
school at the Governor Hogg Park.  The 3rd. 4th, and 5th 
grade students have been learning about plant classifica-
tion and plant parts which is part of the certification cur-
riculum.  Shirley Boles and Adrienne Walters assist with 
this group. 
 
 

This is the second year Yantis has had a Level II group in 
Ms. Watkins 8th grade class that meets weekly.  This 
group has been discussing plant uses and has made 
plant plastic.  They will continue with the curriculum and complete a service project this first se-
mester.  Pat Johnson helps keep up with this active group. -  Linda Avant 
 

Apparently this is a picture of actual 

children eating actual broccoli. - ed. 
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