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Wood County Master Gardeners volunteered 6,156 hours in 2011 for a value to the
county of $131,492.16
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Vision Edited by:
To be the premier 21st Century outreach and

Sylvia Johnson
continuing education organization in Texas

responding to the needs of the people.

Mission
To improve the lives of people, business and
communities across Texas and Beyond through

high quality, relevant Education




Presi dent os Cor ner

A great big AThank Youo to the offi
chairmen and to each member for your volunteer work this last year.
Each of you is the one who makes this a Great Organization!

ALL ABOARD!

Are you ready to get onboard with some great speakers, fun activities and project volunteer

service? Wedll start the year off with a

fengineersd0 i s ready to get this excursi on fticketai
boothdo whi ch will be to the Il eft of the entry
Extension Building, Quitman TX. Whistle blows at 9:00a.m. Come by once a month and visit
with us at the station.

Ride one of the train cars (projects). We have plenty of empty seats. A lot of volunteering
goes into keeping our Association functioning. | thank you for all your past work and | chal-
|l enge you to continue. Bl ow the train whi

Congratulations to the 2011 WCMG End of Year Award recipients. This is just a small way
that we can recognize you for all the hard work and volunteer time.

Letds visit the 2012 Intern classes as oft
we get to know the class members, the easier it will be for them to integrate into our Associa-
tion. We want them to feel welcome and to have a great experience.

Pl us, attending classes i s an easy way to

It is with great pride that | am a part of this Association and will be serving as President this
year. | am counting on each of you to help the executive officers by volunteering, participating
and attending the monthly meetings. Let me hear from you with any ideas or suggestions.
Remember this is your Association!

TMGA History : The first Master Gardener class in Texas was held in 1979 in Montgomery
County and attended by about 25 people. The 50-hour course was held in the evenings and
taught by Extension agents and specialists from Texas A&M, using a manual compiled from
Extension publications and news articles. Volunteer service was optional, but class members
were encouraged to work on Extension projects.

Scatter seeds of happiness! Peggy Rogers

TMGA Website: http://txmg.org  WCMGA website: http://www.wcmagtx.org
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VPOs Cor ner
By: Jerry Watts

The speaker for the January meeting will

be Todd Tanner of FNC ponds in Tyler.

Mr. Tanner will speak on pond design,

pond building and maintenance. His talk

will include the selection of plants for a
pond or water garden.
some good ideas for adding a water feature
to your garden.

FOREST SERVICE

The Texas A&M University System
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Birds Bring Winter Pleasure

Winter feeding of birds can create a natural laboratory just outside your window,
providing an opportunity to observe some
can stand very cold weather if they can eat enough to keep up their body temperatures.

If you start putting out seed, continue it throughout the winter months because birds
come to rely on this regular food supply.

Winter feeding is sometimes complicated by problems guests like sparrows,
starlings, and squirrels. Sparrows and starlings are introduced species that push out
their native competitors.

Squirrels are sometimes very troublesome, but they can also be very interesting
and enjoyable to watch. Bird feeders suspended by small wires several feet from other
structures can help keep them out of the feeders.

Although some people do not like blue jays, they are pretty birds that are part of
the native wildlife population. Blue jays like larger seeds such as sunflowers, a sepa-
rate feeder may be needed for the blue jays.

(continued on next page)
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There are a number of ornamental plants which attract birds to the landscape. East Texas
also has many native plants from which birds find shelter and food.

Hackberry Bush Virginia Creeper Cherry Laurel

Popular ornamental and native plants which attract birds include: Cedar, hollies, huckle-
berry, wax myrtle, nandina, hackberry, Virginia creeper, dogwood, cherry laurel, sassafras,
and oaks to name a few.

| know there is seed in there somewhere !

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex,
religion, disability or national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating

Wood County TX AgriLife Extension Service
Wood County Extension Agent
618 South Main Street
Clint Perkins
Quitman, TX 75783  -0968

Email: ctperkins@ag.tamu.edu
M Phone: 903 -763 -2924, Fax: 903  -763 -2092




WCMG Mock Check Presentation
at the

Commissioner's Court

Jerry Watts, Jan
Whitlock, Petra Jones,
Sylvia Johnson, Karen
Anderson, Joan Morgan

Clint Perkins, Jim Willis,
Gail Newman, Sassy
Cowan, Becky Watts

Nancy Weaver, Connie
Amsden —»

Clint Perkins, County Extension Agent, accompanied by 12 WCMGs, presented this years
mock check to the court on December 9, 2011. The check represents 6,156 total volun-
teer hours for the year. These hours translated to the value for horticulture work provided
by the Wood County Master Gardeners of $131,492.16.

Through our programs, we contacted the youths and adults of Wood County and provided
hours of continuing Horticultural Education. We sponsored school gardening classes,
manned educational booths at county fairs, maintain and improved many county parks
and preserves. Our volunteer hours were spent beautifying our county.

Wood County Master Gardeners won awards from the 2011 Texas State Master Gar-
denerds Association for our exceptional w

‘ 1st Place for: Newsletter and Educational Program

; 2nd Place for: Over all Master Gardener Association

3rd Place for: Poster Presentation

Thank You to all WCMG members, supporters, sponsors, and other agencies and organi-
zations who contributed time and materials from all over Texas. Working together makes
us and our county shine.




By: Joan Morgan

The year is winding down and so are our work projects at the Wildscape until the next

year. Everyone is very busy with holiday plans and parties so we have suspended our work
day until January 2012. That is difficult to think of, but it is almost here. The recent rains will
help us to get a great start on the new year, and hopefully help the plants to make it through
the winter in good shape.

To avoid conflict with the 2012 Training Class beginning the 1st Tuesday in January, we will
again have Friday as our work day at the Wildscape. We discussed the change at the Orien-
tation of the class members, so we hope to see some of them at the Wildscape on our work
days.

We have many plans for next year and hope to get started January 6th. We will continue our
project of placing flagstone between the beds so that visitors will be encouraged to walk
among the beds to better enjoy the plants.

Clint indicated that he has donation of some drip system material which we can use with our
rainwater retrieval system. We send our many thanks to the provider and Clint.

We want to wish all a happy holiday season and good New Year. See all of you next year «
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Quitman Public
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Library

By: Linda "Sassy" Cowan

| am happy to be the new project leader for The Quitman Public Library. So now
that the New Year is coming upon us, new projects will be rolling out for the li-

braryds gar den. Walhavdhmadeuntany hew frinds. lam e/ r s .
proud to be a part of this Great Organization. Congratulations to the next intern

class of 2012. Smiling Faces

Makes
ladypeanutl255@yahoo.com 903-967-7417

Beautiful Faces

By: Sylvia Johnson

"The gardening season officially begins on January
1st, and ends on December 31."
- Marie Huston

If you have brought in plants to winter over, be sure
to check for hitchhiking bugs. With the warm indoor
heat they can multiply quickly.
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Host WCMG Christmas
Meeting on December 16, 2011

The Stinson House was once again the setting for the WCMG Christmas party. Our thanks
go out to the AFriends of the Stinson HouseEe
historic home. And thanks to the WCMGs who helped decorate it.

During the meeting, Clint and Connie gave out the awards from the WCMG Association for
2011. Our congratulations go out to the winners:

Master Gardener of the Year Karen Anders

Project Leader Joan Morgé

Innovators of the Year Pam Riley and Jim Willis

All of you are great workers and leaders and deserve the h@hank you for all you do.

(continued on next page)




We wish to thank all who attended
our Awards Meeting. We especially
thank all the great cooks who
brought the wonderful food. The

| dea of Mnheavy ifnger foodskg

morning meeting was terrific.

Here are a few of the many who attended.:

- Our thanks to Connie Amsden's brother, Kelvin
Clark, who provided the beautiful music. He is from
West Monroe, LA
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